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NATO Envoys Call For End to Chechnya 
Fighting 

AU1101155395 Paris AFP in English 1538 GMT 
11 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Brussels, Jan 11 (AFP)}— 
Ambassadors from the 16 NATO member countries said 
Wednesday [11 January] they were “deeply comcerned” 
over the conflict in Chechnya and called for an early end 
to the fighting between Russian forces and separatists in 
the Caucasus republic. 


“While respecting the territorial integrity of Russia, the 
NATO allies are deeply concerned by the situation in 
Chechnya and especially by the tragic loss of human lives 
and destruction,” said a NATO spokesman following the 
ambassadors’ meeting. 


He said none of the NATO members backed indepen- 
dence for Chechnya, but the ambassadors called for “the 
end to the use of violence as soon as possible and open 
access for international humanitarian organizations” to 
the embattled republic. 


The ambassadors agreed on the need for “a peaceful, 
negotiated solution” to the conflict mediated by the 
Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe. 
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But despite pressure from some NATO members for 
firmer action, including a Danish decision to suspend 
military cooperation with Moscow in protest at the 
Chechnya intervention, one diplomat said, ““NATO does 
not want the conflict to lead to an isolation of Russia.” 


The alliance “‘wants to leave the door open for dialogue” 
by limiting their action to a demand for an end to the 
“disproportionate violence” being used to put down the 
Chechen independence drive, he said. 


Earlier Wednesday NATO Secretary General Willy Claes 
also criticized Moscow, saying: “I don’t believe that 
violence was the right approach.” 


His comments came following a meeting with Strobe 
Talbott, the deputy U.S. secretary of state. 


Talbott was in Brussels for talks with deputy Russian 
Foreign Minister Georgiy Mamedov to prepare an Jan- 
uary 17-18 meeting in Geneva between Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher and his Russian counterpart 
Andrey Kozyrev. 


NATO’s planned expansion to the east has put a strain 
on relations between the alliance and Russia, which, to 
underscore its displeasure, refused to sign two partner- 
ship agreements with NATO. 
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Peso Fall Strengthens Calls for EMU 
BR1101123895 Paris LE MONDE in French 10 Jan 95 
p4 


[Article by Alain Vernholes: “The Fall of the Peso 
Argues in Favor of Monetary Union in Europe”] 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Mexican financia! crisis 
poses the problem of a customs union—the NAFTA 
{North American Free Trade Agreement}—without a 
monetary union. This lends force to the arguments in 
Europe of supporters of a single currency. 


The lesson which Europe should learn from the crisis 
engulfing Mexico and, through it, the NAFTA, linking 
American, Canadian, and Mexican commercial inter- 
ests, is that of the urgency of completing a monetary 
union on this side of the Atlantic. It matters little 
whether this union initially includes four, five, or six 
countries; the important thing is that it exist quickly. In 
the recent past, Europe has always missed the chance to 
have a single currency which, considering the economic 
power of the countries which would back it, would offer 
the hope of rapidly rising to the liquidity level of the 
dollar. As it is, the strong currencies will settle most of 
the major problems facing European nations for a long 
time to come. 


The collapse of the Mexican peso, which has lost some 
35 percent of its value since mid-December 1994, 
removes much of the meaning, or rather the legitimacy, 
from the customs union which the Canadians, Ameri- 
cans, and Mexicans concluded in 1993. Because what 
has just happened largely upsets the foundations on 
which the NAFTA, in force barely a year, was built. With 
a revalued dollar, the conditions of competition will 
radically change between the small and medium firms 
located on both sides of the border: The U.S. companies 
are the losers in this new deal of the cards, for now. 


The shortcoming of the NAFTA, as of all free trade 
areas, is that it has practically no monetary mechanism 
to prevent commercial trade from being upset by major 
and unforeseeable changes in the value of currencies. 
Europe, buffeted in 1992 and 1993 by two serious 
exchange rate crises which saw several currencies 
abruptly and sharply devalued (pound, lira, peseta), 
would do well to learn the lesson from this. 


The European Union (EU) is not discovering the poison 
of fluctuating currencies, but of events which prove 
correct those who, like [outgoing European Commission 
President] Jacques Delors, have long been fighting for a 
single currency to protect markets which are now 
deprived of their fiscal, customs, and exchange rate 
defenses. The Maastricht Treaty signed in February 
1992 filled what would later appear as a major gap in the 
European recovery of 1985; namely, a common currency 
as a necessary complement to the single market. It 
should be implemented rupidly. 
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It was only in 1969 that instability of currencies in Europe 
began to pose serious problems, with the devaluation of the 
franc, then the revaluation of the Deutschemark. !nstitu- 
tions as essential as the Common Agricultura) Pn\icy were 
threatened at that time: “Compensatory amourts™ had to be 
used to avoid abrupt and strong fluctuations im agricultural 
prices. 


Awareness 


The European construction’s monetar d...ension only 
appeared from the beginning of the 1970s. But it could 
also be said that this awareness is now 25 years old, and 
that now, at the beginning of 1995. we are still asking 
ourselves whether Europe will have 2 single currency in 
1997 or will have to wait untii 1999. Ard some people 
advise that we should begin win definitively fixing 
exchange rate parities in order 10 avoid injuring national 
feelings. [passage omitted] 


Undoubtedly, the Mexican acventure does not threaten 
the EU with dev sjuations and revaluations as wild as 
those which have upset exchange rates in North 
America. We should also remember the September 1992 
crisis of the Stic (European Monetary System], in which 
we almost iis? everything and which led to ihe pound 
and the Itra !eaving the SME. Competitive devaluations 
or not, the Briush and Italian currencies lost a substan- 
tial share © theirs value: 10 to !5 percent agains! the 
mark fer the former, about 35 percent for the latter, 
which «spite all of Italy's political vicissitudes 1s urder- 
valued by at least i5 percent. 


Costs and Benefits 


In a certain fashion, we are still at the same point, with 
the only prospect being the hope of crossing, im 1997 at 
the «arliest, the final stage leading some countnes which 
are economically and financia'ly “in order” to form 2 
monetary union among themselves. In other words, to 
definitively stabilize the excharge rate parities among 
their currencies. A part of Europe's public opinion. afic : 
having ratified the Treaty, chailenges it on the pretest 
that it would be bad for growin and employmen:. “hese 
fears, nourished by the recession which Europe has "st 
experienced, do not seem ic %e verified by the «aia. 
Postwar history shows that most industrialized cousit. :¢s 
have known periods of growth foliowed by periods of 
stagnation, or even recession. [passage omitted] 

A Priority 

In a Europe freed of all control over exchangy rates, the 
SME would be unable to avoid major political, eco- 
nomic, and financia! shocks, incurring risks cf destruc- 
tion. Not on!y would a r:onetarv union elimenate this 
risk, but a European currency would have going for it the 
fact that it could rapidiy rise to the dolla:’s level of 
liquidity, in view of the economic power of the countries 
which would back it. 1 fs 1s an aspect of the siiuation 
which should eliminaie ssany hesiiations. Tae Germars 
have made the commitments which we asked of them 
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and to a certain extent are boxed in by their promises. 
The EU must not lose this opportunity, which will only 
appear again in a different form: That of a mark zone 
extended to all of Europe. 


Whether one deplores it or is happy about it, the strong 
currencies will settle most of the major problems nations 
face for a long time, whether these are related to the 
distribution of wealth, international competition, or 
policies of development by means of savings and invest- 
ment flows. From this standpoint, the European mone- 
tary project would seem to be a top priority. It is 
probably the factor which will best enable a reduction in 
the social split which is growing worse in almost all the 
countries of Europe. 


Commentary Discusses EMS Shake-Up 


BR1101161895 Antwerp DE FINANCIEEL- 
EKONOMISCHE TIJD in Dutch 11 Jan 95 p 4 


[Commentary by Wouter Vervenne: “Sword of Damo- 
cles” 


[FBIS Translated Text] The last few days, the hope of a 
durable exchange rate stability in Europe took yet 
another blow. After a quiet and even dull 1994, tensions 
on European exchange markets strongly mounted. The 
peseta and the lira were among the currencies which 
depreciated most. Both currencies reached historic lows 
against the German mark and the Belgian franc. The 
Swedish crown is also performing poorly. 


Inevitably, the agitation reminds many observers of the 
crises the European Monetary System (EMS) went 
through in 1992 and 1993. Spanish Finance Minister 
Pedro Solbes’ statement that the peseta’s fall is itrrespon- 
sible, sounded very familiar. There is no doubt that if the 
unrest persists, politicians will soon blame the specula- 
tors again. 


Still, Madrid, Rome, and Stockholm owe the poor per- 
formances of the peseta, the lira, and the crown mainly 
to themselves. The Spanish government fell into dis- 
credit because it allegedly conducted a dirty war against 
the Basque separatist movement ETA in the eighties. So 
far, Prime Minister Felipe Gonzales failed to refute these 
allegations in a credible way. In Italy, the economic 
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policy is paralyzed by the government crisis and by 
political scandals. The Swedish crown is being under- 


mined by the public deficit’s derailment. 


The French franc is holding up fairly well so far. How- 
ever, as the French presidential elections come nearer— 
the first round is scheduled for 23 Apml—pressure on the 
currency could mount. Many presidential candidates are 
fierce opponents of the European Monetary Union. Even 
Prime Minister Edouard Balladur has gradually taken a 
more reluctant position. 


This does not mean that the markets are not claiming 
any innocent victims. The escudo, which was relatively 
immune to the peseta’s fluctuations until early this week, 
had to concede ground yesterday. In most cases, how- 
ever, the rule is still that a country must deserve a 


healthy currency. 


The Maastricht Treaty is also partly to blame. The 
European Economic and Monetary Union's (EMU) 
second phase, which will take at least three and probably 
even five years, is taking too long. Most countries of the 
EMS’ hard core, which is made up of the Benelux, 
Germany, France, and Austria, could already form a 
monetary union today. However, Maastricht’s conver- 
gence criteria require that the EMU should start at the 
earliest in 1997, and normally even in 1999. 


As a result, the sword of Damocles will probably con- 
tinue to hang over the European exchange markets for 
the next four years. Indeed, the 1993 events have shown 
that speculators dare even attack fundamentally healthy 
currencies such as the French and Belgian francs, and the 
Austrian schilling. 

Today, the risks are not as important as they were two 
years ago, because the short-term interest rates are now 
much lower and the economic situation better. But 
economists predict that the Bundesbank will increase the 
short-term interest rate later this year. Will all of the 
EMS’ member states be willing to follow these interest 
rate increases? Will the French franc’s parity survive the 
electoral campaign? And if the French franc gives in, 
what will be the consequences for the Belgian franc? 
“When it rains in Paris, it drips in Brussels” is a saying 
which is probably still applicable. 
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Mock Urges ‘Maximum Political Pressure’ on 
Russia 


AU1101131295 Vienna Oesterreich Eins Radio Network 
in German 1100 GMT 11 Jan 95 


[Bettina Roither report on news conference by Austrian 
Foreign Minister Alois Mock in Vienna on | 1 January— 
recorded] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Roither] The chancellor speaks 
of unpleasant actions by the Russian Army in Chechnya; 
in December the foreign minister assessed the Caucasus 
conflict as an expression of instability in Russia and 
called for support for Boris Yeltsin. The Freedom Party 
of Austria wants to link aid to Russia to economic [as 
heard] purposes; the Greens demand the initiation of the 
first stage of urgency of the OSCE, which would force 
Russia to explain its position; and the Liberal Forum 
opposes amy saber-rattling against Russia, which has 
problems anyway. 


So far, Russia has rejected international negotiations on 
the war in the Caucasus by pointing out that this is an 
internal Russian affair. Only OSCE Secretary Gyarmati 
was received by the Russian deputy foreign minister. 
Tomorrow Gyarmati will report on this meeting at the 
OSCE session in Vienna. 


This so-called internal Russian affair of Chechnya and 
Groznyy, which has been bombed to rubble, have hardly 
given rise to any effective reactions from the interna- 
tional public, apart from discussions about economic aid 
to Russia and expressions of concern, even though 
Chechnya declared itself independent under the old 
Soviet constitution, which permitted this step. 


The question of whether this is indeed an internal 
Russian affair or not an aggression after all, even though 
Chechnya was not recognized by anyone, is, of course, 
being discussed differently in Russia and outside Russia. 
The Russian position certainly makes it easier for the 
international community to show noble restraint. 


Austria, which made far more intensive efforts for inter- 
national activities in the Balkan conflict, for instance, 
and which has repeatedly exerted diplomatic pressure on 
other countries, has also said little on this matter. 
Keeping silent means being an accomplice, international 
law expert Manfred Rotter stated. 


After days of bombing Groznyy, after compelling and 
tragic pictures of the civilian population's suffering, after 
extensive discussions in the United States, France, or 
Germany, yesterday the Russian ambassador to Austria 
was told by the Foreign Ministry's political director —- 
and not by the minister himself—that Austria extretnely 
regrets the bombing and the tragedy of the refugees in 
Chechnya. 


Foreign Minister Mock does not consider any specific 
steps beyond that at the moment. 
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[Mock] My position on human rights has not changed 
from what it was three or four years ago. However, you 
know what it is like if you walk ahead two or three steps 
and you find yourself all alone and then you look around 
and no one is there at all. You just hear laughter from the 
trenches behind you. After all, I also have to think of the 
country’s reputation. 


{Roither] The OSCE will be discussing Chechnya in 
Vienna tomorrow. However, Austria will not apply for 
the initiation of the first stage of urgency, Foreign 
Minister Mock said. And what about exerting pressure 
on Russia by means of economic aid? 


[Mock] Many other examples show that this is indeed a 
means that can be used. Whether this is an efficient 
means can also be seen in many other examples. Quite 
frankly, I am currently in favor of maximum political 
pressure, in particular where we have a good basis for 
talks. We must tell them that they are losing their 
reputation. I think that this can be done even if many in 
the so- called West fear that this would sweep away the 
last people who are committed to democracy. | think 
that despite this restraint, which can mainly be seen 
among the Germans and the Americans and is a nsk, one 
should try to hold political talks. 


{Roither] Will Austria thus stop economic aid until the 
conflict is over, for instance? 


[Mock] If this really proves to be necessary, | would 
certainly join in a step-by-step procedure, which I have 
mentioned before. One must take a certain nsk then. | 
am convinced that a number of Russians—this is also 
shown by the mass of confusing voices from Moscow— 
would accept that, even if they are not those who are 
currently determining events over there. 


[Roither] We are a small country, our diplomacy has a 
reputation to lose, Foreign Minister Mock says. There 
remains the question of how many people in Chechnya 
still have to die until the international community 
decides to do more than just talk about the issue. If it 
takes too long, the Caucasus might soon become the 
second Balkans. 


FPOe’s Haider Sees Coalition Collapsing Soon 


AU1201114095 Vienna NEWS in German 12 Jan 95 
pp 12-13 


[Interview with FPOe Chairman Joerg Haider by Hubert 
Wachter; place and date not given: “President Klestil 
Will Intervene!”} 


{[FBIS Translated Text] [Wachter] What is your view of 
the situation of the Austrian People’s Party [OeVP] 
despite the apparent calming down following the party's 
traditional Epiphany meeting? 


[Haider] They are preparing for a change in leadership at 
the party congress in April. [Vice Chancellor Erhard] 
Busek will be left as chairman until Apr! so that no one 
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can say that he has not been given a chance to show he 
can govern. However, it is quite certain that, in the 
course of the final negotiations on the austerity pack- 
age—which must be concluded at the end of March or 
beginning of April, that is, at the time of the OeVP 
congress—there will be a decision on whether Busek will 
ousted. In addition, the issue is a new orientation of 
OeVP policy. 


[Wachter] New orientation? 


[Haider] The OeVP wants to get away from socialism, 
because otherwise it will lose even more voters. The 
OeVP was too slow to recognize the change taking place 
in society—this is what has benefited us (the Freedom 
Party of Austria, FPOe). 


[Wachter] What kind of change? 


[Haider] The trend away from leftist modernism and a 
stronger orientation toward values. The people want 
more of a community again, a sense of homeland 
[Heimat], more orientation toward family—generally 
away from centralism. 


[Wachter] You said that there have been secret talks 
between Oe VP and FPOe officials. This was followed by 
outraged denials. 


[Haider] Upper Austrian Governor Ratzenboeck knows 
full well that talks have been going on between myself 
and OeVP officials and that these are not “just any 
people.” It is not my problem if the Oe VP people do not 
tell each other what is going on. My partners are people 
who will have a say in the OeVP in the future. 


[Wachter] Is the issue a change of coalition? 


[Haider] The important thing is that, for the first time, 
both sides are serious about these talks. Regarding spe- 
cific content, that is nobedy’s business at the moment. 


[Wachter] What does serious mean? 


[Haider] It means that that people are not just talking in 
order to frighten the reds but to develop serious pros- 
pects. There is only so much time left for the OeVP to 
make a decision—be~ use, if it keeps getting weaker and 
we, the FPOe, cannot make up for its losses, there will be 
a majority for a traffic-light coalition between the Social 
Democratic Party of Austria [SPOe], Greens, and Lib- 
erals. Then the OeVP will be completely out in the cold 
from a political point of view. 


[Wachter] When will there be a political switch to a 
“bourgeois Austria” on the basis of the secret talks? 


[Haider] In any event, something will happen before 
1998. 


[Wachter] A flying change in the coalition? 


[Haider] | have repeatedly said that there cannot be a 
change in the coalition without seeking voter approval 
beforehend. Therefore: new elections. However, an 
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OeVP minority government would not automatically 
require new elections and this will be very realistic 
possibility very soon. 


[Wachter] In the politically important circles of the 
OeVP, in particular in Styria, Lower Austria, Vorarlberg, 
and parts of Upper Austria.... 


[Haider] ...not to forget Salzburg, because what [Gov- 
ernor] Hans Katschthaler said does not contradict Mr. 
Proell’s [Lower Austrian governor] wish for a change... 


[Wachter] ...there are already heated discussions about 
early elections in 1995, perhaps in June or in the 
autumn. Do you also see the scenario in this way? 


[Haider] Before new elections, there will probably first 
be an interesting political intermezzo, an Oe VP minority 
government. 


[Wachter] Even before new elections, no matter when 
these are held? 


[Haider] Yes. 


[Wachter] Because the Oe VP will simply leave the grand 
coalition? 


[Haider] Yes, of course. 


[Wachter] How could this work—on the basis of the 
constitution? 


[Haider] It is quite simple—when the president requests 
the second-strongest party, the OeVP, to form a new 
government after the Vranitzky cabinet has failed. Then 
the OeVP will fulfill its mandate to form a government 
with the result that it forms “a coalition of a special 
kind,” which has a majority in Parliament—namely a 
minority government. Ir addition, this OeVP minority 
government would give itself a specific mandate to work 
for a very short period—-about 10 months, as Bruno 
Kreisky did in 1970!—with only two or three specific 
issues to deal with. And only then should new elections 
be held. 


[Wachter] Why should the grand coalition break up as 
early as spring 1995—are the austerity package and the 
budget the obstacies? 


[Haider] Yes, but there are a number of other possibili- 
ties. In the next few weeks a lot of government issues will 
come up that are very controversial One can start with 
the austerity package and. of course, the 1995 budget and 
go on to privatization issues—pressure !s mounting in 
the OeVP to distance itself clearly from the SPOe—and 
to education policy. After all, what should Mr. Busek do 
if he cannot get md of Aleis Mock as foreign minister 
[Busek reportedly wants to become foreign minister] and 
has to remain education minister and the reds keep 
blocking him in the Education Ministry? 


[Wachter] ®egarcing Mock, how do you see the case? 
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[Haider] With equanimity. The OeVP will not lose Mock 
until he has set the course for the future in the party. 


[Wachter] Mock is setting a course for the future? 


[Haider] Of course, because he will certainly participate 
actively in bringing his party onto a nonsocialist course 
for a nonsocialist Austria. 


[Wachter] The issue of an OeVP minority govcrnment 
depends in particular on what the president wants. He 
may permit such a government, or he may not. Is 
Thomas Klestil so strong that he can decide in favor of 
such a government? 


[Haider] I believe that—following the personal defeats 
that he has been made to suffer—he has recognized the 
opportunity he has. Now, after the elections of 9 
October, he can, even must, turn the tables, because the 
SPOe has been quite uninhibited in its behavior toward 
him in its attempts to maintain the preeminence of the 
chancellor and put him down. If he does not take steps to 
defend his status now, he will lose the game. 


[Wachter] Is he in the process of doing this? 
[Haider] I imagine so, yes. 


[Wachter] Is Klestil strong enough to say “Gentlemen, 
not this way!” when in March or in April the authority 
package and budget must be decided in Parliament. 


[Haider] Yes, certainly, because he himself finds himself 
under pressure. He must keep his word to the voters. if 
he intends to run for office again, he must fulfill one of 
the promises on which he was elected. There are several 
things he ought to have done since 9 October that he has 
not done. For instance, taking care that the coalition acts 
thriftily and forms a smaller government. He did not do 
that and the people are already criticizing him for it. His 
second failing was to defend the austerity package right 
from the start and, in addition, unconditionally, despite 
the fact that the package is disputed even within the 
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coalition. Now, however, he is beginning to distance 
himself from it, I have noticed. 


[Wachter] In which way? 


[Haider] By trying to say that the austerity package must 
be socially balanced and is not something that can be 
accepted in any form. I think his next step will be to 
intervene more clearly and tell the government soon: No, 
don’t continue that way! 


[Wachter] You expect the president to intervene in 
March or April? 


[Haider] Yes, when the decision about the austerity 
package must be made. Klesti! must be active if he wants 
to claim that he stands on the side of the citizens and 
cares for the people's interests. 


[Wachter] You are talking in much more concrete terms 
about the fact that Austria, like Switzerland, could 
manage with a much smaller government—-only seven 
ministers instead of the 21 members of the current 
cabinet, plus the abolition of the chancellor's office. The 
government should be headed by the president. 


[Haider] Yes—and we will streamline this model over 
the next few weeks because the topicality of our ideas is 
becoming increasingly realistic. In this we are the only 
political group with a real vision of a future Austria. 


[Wachter] Have you spoken to Klestil about this dra- 
matic new political reality in Austria that you are plan- 
ning? 

[Haider] Yes, we have discussed these things recently 1n 
various respects... 

[Wachter] Does he agree with your intentions—what did 
Klestil do? 


[Haider] I do not want to interpret the head of state's 
actions, but I imagine that our positions are not very 
different. 
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Belgium 
Dehaene To Run for Deputy in Upcoming 
Elections 


BR1101163195 Brussels LE SOIR in French 11 Jan 95 
p4 


{[Unattnbuted report: “Dehaene Turns His Back on the 
New Senate™] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Prime Minister Jean-Luc 
Dehaene announced on BRTN radio that he would run 
for the Chamber of Deputies during the upcoming elec- 
tions, depending on his party's [the Christian People’s 
Party] decision on that matter. He considers the 
Chan ber of Deputies the center of political power and 
now turns his back on the Senate, whose role will become 
more advisory. Consequently there will be no “battle of 
the titans” between Jean-Luc Dehaene, Louis Tobback 
(Socialist Party) and Guy Verhofstadt (Flemish Liberals 
and Democrats). [passage omitted) 


Prime Minister on Need To Reform Pension 
System 

BR!101160595 Brussels RTBF-! Television Network in 
French 1830 GMT 10 Jan 95 


[Pierre Istace video report] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Announcer] Prime Minister 
Jean-Luc Dehaene has presented the major outlines of 
his future economic policy in a speech on the occasion of 
the Manager of the Year award ceremony. He repeated 
this speech later at the French Chamber of Commerce 
and Industry. Jean-Luc Dehaene thus seems determined 
to stay in power. Pierre Istace reports. 


[Istace] Having reached the Fourons agreemest, Jean- 
Luc Dehaene was eager to tackle a different topic. 
Yesterday evening, at a meeting bringing together Bel- 
gium’s economic elite to nominate the manager of the 
year, he set out his priorities for the months to come: 10 
pages explaining his solid belief in the globalization of 
the economy and the development of international free 
trade, but also: 


[Begin Dehaene recording] He who speaks about an 
evolution toward a post-industrial economy, also speaks 
about fundamental changes in society. [end recording] 
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[Istace] The foremost change involves the reform of the 
pension system. For Jean-Luc Dehaene, this reform, 
which has been postponed tco often, is much overdue. 
Within 10 years pension and health expenses will 
explode; Jean-Luc Dehaene wants to bring them under 
control nght away. The debate promises to be spectac- 
ular. 


The second and more recent objective is the deregulation 
of business opening hours and days. The reason: Current 
regulations are too rigid and prevent the creation of new 
jobs. The Central Economic Council itself has already 
expressed its concern over job losses in this sector. So 
how long will it be befor shops are allowed to open in 
th> evening and on Sundays? 


Finally, Jean-Luc Dehaene wants an in-depth revision of 
the law on competitiveness. Salary increases have to be 
fully controlled to protect corporate competitiveness. 
Thus, the prime minister outlined his policy and pre- 
pared the Belgians for the second Dehaene government, 
which may be reelected at the [legislative] election this 
autumn, with one major topic on its agenda: change. 


Netherlands 


Dudayev Envoy Proposes ‘Chechen-Russian 
Confederation’ 


BR1201114995 Hilversum Nederiand-! Television 
Network in Dutch 1900 GMT 11 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] [Announcer] A possible solution 
to the war in the Caucasus could lie in a Chechen- 
Russian confederation. An envoy of Chechen President 
Dudayev said this in The Hague at the beginning of a 
European tour. Chechen envoy Kadiyev arrived in the 
Netherlands today at the beginning of the Chechens’ first 
diplomatic offensive in Europe. Kadiyev warned Euro- 
pean government leaders to be careful in future meetings 
with Russian politicians. 

[Begin Kadiyev recording, in English] I know their hands 
will get dirty from the Chechen blood, because Russian 
authorities, in blood of Chechen peopie.... [pauses] I do 
not know how to say this. They are full of blood, the 


Russian authorities. They kill a lot of people, a lot, it is 
impossible to believe. [end recording] 
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Kinkel Opposes Economic Pressure on Russia 
Over Chechnya 


LD1201110795 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 1033 
GMT 12 Jan 95 


[FPIS Translated Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN)}—German 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel has warned not to exert 
omonsic pressure on Russia over the Chechnya conflict. 
This would be “absolutely wrong,” Kinkel said in Bonn 
today. Furtliermore, there should be no question mark 
over Russian membership in the Council of Europe. 


Kinkel emphasized the West's interest in Russia’s sta- 
bility. He also affirmed that the war in Chechnya ts an 
internal Russian affair. However, the way Moscow had 
acted is deserving of “massive criticism.” 


Russia Envoy —~ oo Chechen Shooting, 
Journalist s leat 

LD11011800%° *erlin DDP/ADN in German 1809 
GMT Il Jen *% 


[FBIS Translates’ Cext] Bonn (DDP/ADN)}—The Rus- 
sian ambassador iv Germany, Viadislav Terekhov, has 
expressed his regret that “there is still shooting” in 
Chechnya. During a reception at the embassy in Bonn 
this evening the diplomat said these were “unpleasant 
facts.” 


The Russian authorities had been forced to take tough 
measures in Chechnya. The other side had not accepted 
the offer of a cease- fire, Terekhov said. Russia strongly 
regretted that the STERN journalist Joachim Piest had 
died. This was a tragic event, the ambassador said. On 
Terekhov's initiative, the journalists at the reception 
observed a minute's silence to honor Ptest. 


The ambassador announced that 300 Russian doctors 
would go to Chechnya in the next few days to care fur the 
victims of the war. Schools in Chechnya were also due to 
open again. 


Ruehe, Greek Minister To Increase Defense 
Cooperation 

LD1101175995 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 1753 
GMT 11 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN)—Germany 
ani Greece want to increase their defense cooperation. 
The most important aspect of this would be commercial 
cooperation leading to the joint development of weapons 
systems and equipment, German Defense Minister 
Volker Ruehe and his Greek counterpart Yerasimos 
Arsenis announced after their meeting in Bonn today. 
Over the next few days Arsenis will visit arms manufac- 
turers in Kiel and Munich. 


Ruehe announced Germany will send observers to a 
joint military exercise of Greece, Bulgaria, and Romania 
planned as part of NATO's partnership program. 
German participation in such exercises is envisaged in 
the future, Ruehe added. 
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Both ministers said they were optimistic that the new 
cease-fire in Bosnia-Herzegovina will hold. Arsenis stressed 
he can see “positive signs for a permanent cease-fire” and a 
peace process in the civil war region. However, the UN 
treops definitely need to remain in Bosnia. Ruehe empha- 
sized that part of the cease-fire is unhindered humanitarian 
aid for the population. Wherever this is being obstructed, 
pressure needs to continue to be applied. 

Ruehe expressed concern about developments in Chech- 
nya. He spoke of brutal actions by the Russians in the 
Caucasian republic and of inappropriate means being 
used. In addition, the war in Chechnya is a threat to the 
reform process and the political standing of the reformist 
forces in Russia, he said. 


South African Vice President Continues Talks 


LD1201102295 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 0805 
GMT 12 Jan 95 


{[FbiS Translated Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN)—South 
Africa’s Vice President Thabo Mbeki continues his visit 
to Germany today. This morning he met Federal Eco- 
nomic Cooperation Minister Cari-Dieter Spranger at the 
Petersberg [government guest house] near Bonn to dis- 
cuss further German aid for the development process in 
South Africa. Michael Glos, head of the CSU [Christian 
Social Union] group in the lower house, also took part in 
the talks. A meeting with Federal Labor Minister 
Norbert Bluerr is scheduled for noon. 


Last year, Bonn earmarked 25 million German marks in 
bilateral aid for South Africa. It was meant for profes- 
sional training, land reform, as well as housing construc- 
tion and the health service. The Economic Cuooperation 
Ministry says that the federal government is prepared to 
roughly triple bilateral aid this year. However, the extent 
of financial aid 1s dependent on the result of government 
negotiations that will take place in May. 


Kinkel Favors Extending Ban on Deporting Kurds 


LD1201113395 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 1026 
GMT 12 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN)}—Federal For- 
eign Minister Klaus Kinkel has spoken in favor of extending 
the ban, due to expire on 20 January, on the deportation of 
Turkish Kurdish refugees. They must wait for, among other 
things, a written ruling against Kurdish parliamentarians, 
Kinkel said in Bonn today. He added that extending the ban 
on deporting the refugees had not yet bzen decided by the 
federal government but that he will be speaking in favor of 
taking such a step. 


Hamburg Constitutional Official Views Muslim 
Threat 


AU1201120395 Berlin TANGO in German 12 Jan 95 
p13 


{Interview with Ernst Uhriau, head of the Hamburg 
Office for the Protection of the Constitution, by Stephan 
Wichler, place and date not given: “French Facilities in 
Germany Are in Danger’’] 








This report may contain copyrighted materia!. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 

















FBIS-WEU-95-008 
12 January 1995 


{[FBIS Translated Text] [Wichler] What activities by 
Muslim fundamentalists in Germany are known? 


[Uhriau] There is a series of joint events, such as the so- 
called Jerusalem Congress, at which Muslims of various 
nationalities stage demonstrations. So far, the growing 
militancy of Muslim fundamentalists in their home 
countries has not led to increased violence among the 
MAuslims here in Germany. We are monitoring news 
bulletins in order to follow developments in those areas 
for which we are responsible. 


[Wiehler] Is there a danger that militant conflicts, like 
the one in Algeria, will encourage the fundamentalists 
living in Germany to perform acts of violence? 


[Uhriau] I can answer in theoretical terms. The attain- 
ment of combat objectives, for instance against the 
Algerian government, 1s decided by organizations out- 
side Germany, in other words organizations inside the 
conflict area. Pressure can be applied by means of 
terrorisi actions, as in the case of the Algerian terrorist 
strikes in France. French facilities in Germany could 
then be included among the potential targets. 


[Wiehier] How big do you consider the threat from such 
organizations? 


{Uhriau] Expenence teaches us that no sophisticated 
structures are required to apply pressure by means of 
terrorist strikes. For instance, strikes by the Abu Nidal 
group were carried out by small commando groups with 
logistical support from the relevant country. 


~~, Charged with Possessing ‘Nuclear 
ue * 


LD1001124895 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 1146 
GMT 10 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Constance (DDP/ADN)—The 
Public Prosecutor's Office has brought charges before 
Constance regional court against a 53-year-old busi- 
nessman from Tengen, from whom, in May 1994, the 
police seized about 56 grams of a powder containing 
plutonium. The man is accused of breaking the Arms 
Control] Law and of illegally possessing nuclear fuels, the 
Baden-Wuerttemberg Criminal Investigations Office 
(LKA) said in Stuttgart today. 


With the preferral of charges, the extensive investiga- 
tions by the LKA and the Public Prosecutor's Office are 
now complete. According to the LKA, there have been 
no new findings about the origin of the plutonium 
mixture and its intended use, despite intensive investi- 
gations. The accused still denies that he knew about the 
quality of the seized material. 


Kinkel Welcomes Planned UNV Move to Bonn 
LD! 101110295 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 0833 
GMT 11 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Bonn (DDP/ADN)—German 
Foreign Minister Klaus Kinkel welcomes the planned 
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move of the United Nations Volunteers (UNV) from 
Geneva to Bonn. “The first step” has thus been taken 
“for the city of Bonn as the seat for mterrationa! 
organizations”, Kinkel said in Bonn today 


The foreign minister pointed out that the decision on 
this had been unanimous in the executive council of the 
UN Development Program in New York. This 1s also 
“proof of the confidence the international community 
has in Germany's willingness to take greater respomssbul- 
ity,” and of Bonn’s suitability as the seat for miterna- 
tional organizations. 


Kanther Announces Public Service Reform 


AU 1001145295 Berlin DIE WELT im German # ‘ar 
9S pl 


{Report by DIE WELT news service: “Promotion on 
Probation for Civil Servants} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Bad Kissingen—-Federal Internor 
Minister Manfred Kanther (Christian Democratic 
Union—CDU] intends to make public service more 
efficient and more cost- advantageous. At the annual 
meeting of the German Civi! Servants’ Federation 
(DBB) in Bad Kissingen, he descrnived ‘he reform of the 
public service law as one of the central political tasks of 
the years to come. The volume of public service activi- 
ties should be consistently reduced and the performai ce 
of the administration should be increased without 
involving additional costs. 


Kanther said the veform included a more flexible pay- 
ment system and payment of one-time prem *ms in 
recognition of excellent work. Transfers should be made 
easier and, “if objectively necessary,” be connected with 
an obligation to undergo retraining. Before an official is 
retired for incompetence, every  pportunity for 
employing him otherwise must be fully exhausted. In 
addition, there are considerations to introduce a general 
probation period for leadership positions in public 
administration. 


Saxony Minister President Kurt Biedenkopf (CDU) said 
before the approximately 400 delegates that decreases in 
old-age pensions for civil servants were unavoidable. 
The reform had to be implemented before the end of this 
year, otherwise it would be too late. 


However, ‘8B Chairman Werner Hagedorn demanded 
that civil service be extended. It was sheer mockery that 
the Bonn coalition insisted on the shedding of jobs, even 
though the tasks remaineJ the same. He said that for 
1995, the DBB demanded for iis approximnately 1.9 
million German civil servants a salary increase that had 
te: be clearly higher than the rate of inflation of 3 percent. 
Public Service supplied excellent services for the citizens 
and the ecenomic sector, which “of course have their 
price,” Hagedorn said amid applause from the crvil 
servants. He rejected as populist statements on the 
exploding burden of old-age pensions. The state should 
have created reserves in time, he said. 
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Coalition Wants To Reduce Budget Deficit 


AU1101125395 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT in 
German 11 Jan 95 p 1 


[‘uhl’ report: “Lower Budget Deficit Desired”) 


[FBIS Translated Text] The budget poiiticians inside the 
coalition Bundestag groups intend to reduce the 58.6 
billion German mark [DM] deficit called for in the 1995 
draft budget by almost DM3 billion, it kas been 
announced at the sidelines of a budget conference 
between the Christian Democratic Union/Christian 
Social Union and the Free Democratic Party of Ger- 
many. In view of the DM484.1 billior expenditure 
planned by Finance Minister Theo Waigel, it is quite 
possible that a reduction of this size will be agreed upon 
during the parliamentary debates. This would also avoid 
a “politically incorrect” repeated increase in net credits 
in 1995, after these credits fell from DM69.1 billion to 
about DM56 billion in 1994. As far as personnel reduc- 
tions are concerned, the budget experts consider the 
l-percent cuts envisaged by the government as the very 
minimum. 


Annual Inflation 3.4 Percent in Eastern Germany 
LD1101092695 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 0820 
GMT 11 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Wiesbaden (DDP/ADN)—Prices in 
the states of former East Germany were on average 3.4 
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percent higher in 1994 than they were in 1993. Compared to 
December 1993, prices in the final month of 1994 were 3.0 
percent higher, the Federal Statistical Office announced in 
Wiesbaden today. Compared to November’s prices, they 
did not alter. 


Rents and fuel, among other things, helped to push up 
prices in 1994. Expenditure on rents for apartments and 
garages increased by 11 percent. Fuel prices rose by 11.7 
percent over the course of the year. Food was 1.2 percent 
dearer. The population had to pay 5.1 percent more for 
services, but for consumer goods, excluding food, they 
only had to pay 0.5 percent more than in December 
1993. 


Crude Oil Import Statistics Viewed 


LD0901162495 Berlin DDP/ADN in German 1511 
GMT 9 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Eschborn (DDP/ADN)— 
Germany imported crude oil from 20 countries last year. 
Russia (20.9 million tonnes), Norway (17.9), Great 
Pritain (15.2), Libya (10.8), and Saudi Arabia (6.7) were 
ihe five largest suppliers between January and 
November, according to the provisional calculations of 
the Federai Office of Economics (BAW). Over this 
period total imports increased by 7.7 percent to 97.2 
million tonnes compared with the same period of the 
preceding year. [passage omitted] 
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Mitterrand: EMU Top Priority of EU Presidency 


BR1101160095 Paris LA TRIBUNE DESFOSSES in 
French 11 Jan 95 p 6 


[Unattributed report: “Mitterrand Flaces European 
Monetary Union at Head of French EU Presidency 
Priorities” 

[FBIS Translated Excerpt] At the top of the list of French 
European Union [EU] priorities, President Mitterrand 
puts the project of European Monetary Union [EMU] 
which he believes is “irreversible.” He does so in a 
foreword written to accompany a publication of the 
prime minister's Information and Broadcasting Service. 
The presider.t sees “the signs of economic recovery 
accomplished thanks to the progress of EU integration, 
and the implementation of the Maastricht criteria— 
single currency, central bank—should be facilitated pro- 
vided we keep up the good work.” 


The president outlines six priorities for the French EU 
presidency: ““Make the way toward EMU irreversible; 
strengthen a hesitant foreign policy; develop the first 
joint defense systems; eradicate the last obstacles to free 
circulation; promote activity by large infrastructure 
projects; affirm our threatened identities and culture.” 
[passage omitted] 


Israel’s Peres on EU Accord, Settlements 


TA1101130695 Jerusalem Qol Yisra’el in Hebrew 1105 
GMT 11 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Foreign Minister Shim’on 
Peres ended his Paris visit with a meeting with French 
Foreign Minister Alain Juppe this morning. After the 
meeting, the ministers said the new Israel-European 
Union [EU] agreement will apparently be signed by 
mid-February. Minister Peres said Israel will not sign the 
Nuclear Nonproliferation Treaty [NPT] because it has 
no desire to dispel Iran’s apprehensions. Gid’on Kouts 
reports from Paris: 


[Kouts] Discussing the prospects of the peace process 
with the current EU chairman, Shim’on Peres sounded 
optimistic, and Alain Juppe, who had what Peres defined 
as inaccurate information, voiced the hope that the 
process would make further progress. 


Peres announced that Israel would set up no new settle- 
ments, would not confiscate any West Bank lands, nor 
invest in settlements. 


jJuppe, on his part, promised that the ncw EU-Israeli 
agreement, which is supposed to launch a new era, will 
be signed soon—most probably by mid-February. [pas- 
sage omitted] 


France will view favorably Peres’ plan for the comput- 
erization of regional education. Regarding France’s ties 
with Iraq, Juppe said the change was administrative, 
rather than political. He stressed the need for a rapid 
solution of the Lebanese aspect of negotiations and for 
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preserving Lebanon’s territorial integrity. Peres con- 
firmed that Israel has no territorial interests in Lebanon. 


Juppe further maintained that by not signing the NPT, 
israel is encouraging Iran in an ill-advised direction. 
Peres replied that Israel does not deem it necessary to 
dispel the Iranian suspiciousness in which, he said, 
Israel’s deterrence lies. 


Defense Minister on Need for Military Service 


£D1001215995 Paris TF-1 Television Network in 
French 1900 GMT 10 Jan 95 


[Interview with Defense Minister Francois Leotard by 
correspondent Patrick Poivre d’Arvor, in the TF-1 stu- 
dio—live] 


{FBIS Translated Excerpt] [Poivre d’Arvor] Ciood 
evening, Mr. Leotard. National service is one of the 
things you are responsible for. It is a debate that is 
coming to the fore, regularly raised by politicians. Do 
you think that one day we will get to the point of being 
like Great Britain or the United States and having a 
professional army? 


[Leotard] One day, of course. In 15 or 20 years time you 
cannot rule that out. The current government is not 
going to make this choice, and I am sorry that this 
question keeps being raised in a rather vote-catching 
way, just when there are elections. It is a question which 
demands calm, deep reflection, and probably both the 
help of parliament and a resort to parliament, since it is 
a question that involves the nation. 


I am pretty much indifferent to the interests of this or 
that candidate: what interests me is France. I want to 
know whether this is in the French interest. Let me point 
out to you that of the five great European countries— 
Great Britain, Germany, Italy, Spain, and France—four 
have kept the system of national service. 


It is somewhat inconsistent to say both that you want to 
develop equality in military service and at the same time 
that you have to develop civilian forms of national 
service. By definition, civilian forms are somewha) une- 
galitarian in the sense that the people who exercise tem 
are above all people with degrees. I think we should do 
what we are doing, if you will allow me to say so: 
maintain national service while making it more egalitar- 
ian—that is true; but at the same time, develop a 
professional army, which is what we are doing, since in 
the military planning bill, we have adopted a plan to 
recruit 7,000 career soldiers who will increase the pro- 
fessional side of our armed forces. That is the right way 
to go; I think it is more reasonable, and at the same time 
it is not pandering to the public because I think we also 
have to say to young people that they are acting as part of 
the nation, part of the French people, when they are 
involved in defense. 


[Poivre d’Arvor] What costs more—a professional army 
or an army based on... 
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{[Leotard, interrupting] A professional army, by far. It 
certainly means several tens of billions more, which of 
course we do not have today. The countries that have 
done this—Great Britain, for example, in Europe—are 
countries that spend this money on the army, in other 
words, on men and not on equipment. But France’s 
problem is the need to renew its equipment. Perhaps you 
saw the liberation armies of 50 years ago. They were 
armies completely equipped by the Americans. The one 
last Bastille Day was an army 99 percent equipped with 
French materiel. 


[Poivre d’Arvor] Nevertheless, people wonder about the 
use of strong armies and wonder whether specialized 
units would not be more efficient. We have seen this with 
the National Gendarmerie Action Group... 


[Leotard, interrupting] We have to have both. 


[Poivre d’Arvor] [words indistinct] We saw the difficul- 
ties when we had to put together the Daguet division for 
the Gulf War. 


[Leotard] If you want to have influence abroad, if you 
want to have the French more or less everywhere in the 
world, in every continent, troops in particular, because 
we have our interests to defend, you need a sufficiently 
powerful army. At the present time, you have something 
like 60-70,000 French troops outside the borders of 
France. We are the only country in Europe in that 
situation, because we have interests in the Pacific, the 
West Indies, the Indian Ocean, black Africa, and it is 
important for French armies to back up French influ- 
ence. I think you have to be aware that with a reduced 
army, we would not be able to do this. [passage omitted] 


Articie Predicts Chechen Crisis To Isolate Russia 


BR1101155595 Paris LIBERATION in French 11 Jan 
95 p9 


[Article signed “N.D.P.”: “The Fear of Isolation” 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Chechen crisis has cooled 
relations between Russia and the West which had 
already been jeopardized by the West’s reluctance to 
back Russian membership of various international insti- 
tutions. Vladimir Lukin, chairman of the Duma Foreign 
Affairs Committee, yesterday sounded the alarm: “Rus- 
sia’s international position has returned to the level it 
was at in 1982 in the last days of Brezhnev.” 


The Council of Europe, which is currently examining 
Russia’s application for membership, will find it hard to 
reply positively in the wake of the intervention in 
Chechnya whereas, only in November, a committee of 
experts had recommended Russian membership be post- 
poned until it had improved its human rights situation. 
It is in this domain, moreover, that the OSCE [Organi- 
zation for Security and Cooperation in Europe] intends 
taking action, and its general secretary was in Moscow 
yesterday. His visit follows an approach by the ambas- 
sadors of the European Union [EU] to Moscow who 
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wanted to draw the Russian Government’s attention to 
human rights violations in Chech.va. To retain any 
credibility, Russia should allow OSCE observers into 
Chechnya, as required by the conventions to which it is 
a signatory. 


The tone of the main European capitals has riser a notch 
and the EU is threatening to delay the official signing of 
the interim agreement on economic and commercial 
partnership with Russia. This agreement formalizes the 
economic aspects of the agreement for partnership con- 
cluded last summer in Corfu pending its ratification by 
the EU member states and Russia, a process that could 
take between 12 and 18 months. Initialed in December, 
the interim agreement was to have been officially signed 
in March. If this signing is further delayed it will be a 
serious blow to Russia for which the agreement aims to 
facilitate access to Community markets. Of course 
nobody is talking yet of economic sanctions, but the 
economic consequences of the Chechen venture risk 
being even more serious since the funding of the opera- 
tion upset the rigorous budget adopted by the Cherno- 
myrdin government. The backing of the international 
financial organizations is dependent on this budgetary 
rigor, not least that of the IMF which is due to send a 
delegation to Moscow next week. 


Even more worrying is that Russia risks losing any 
chance of preventing an eastward enlargement of NATO. 
The Russian methods in Chechnya have revived the 
fears of Eastern European countries which will now be 
knocking even harder at the door of the Atlantic alliance 
and will leave Russia even more isolated. Deputies are 
afraid of losing the support of France, one of the coun- 
tries most critical of the Chechnya operation, while the 
arrival in power of a Republican majority in the U.S. 
Congress has already awakened fears, especially of a cut 
in economic aid and a tightening of [foreign] policy. 
Moscow finds its loss of prestige hard to take. Viadimir 
Lukin regrets: “During the Communist era, Russia was a 
strong country but was not respected. Now it is weak and 
even less respected.” 


Pessimistic View of EU Presidency 
95P20336A 


[FBIS Editorial Report] It will be the first time in the 
history of the European Union (EU) and of its prede- 
cessor, the European Economic Community (EEC), that 
such a power vacuum will emerge as during the French 
EU presidency, which began on | January, wrote Brus- 
sels correspondent Jean Quatremer in the 2 January 
Paris daily LIBERATION. France’s attention is riveted 
instead on the 23 April-7 May 1995 presidential elec- 
tions, he added. To reinforce his contention, Quatremer 
noted that no meeting of the EU council of ministers, the 
institution where decisions are made, is scheduled for 
the six weeks before and after the election, something the 
Germans, who held a parliamentary election during their 
presidency, “did not dare do.” It is a “safe bet,” Qua- 
tremer continued, that the situation will gradually 
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worsen. The future president will be unable to “catch 
up” in June because of the then impending municipal 
elections. ‘Our ministers,” he asserted, “will not be 
thinking of Brussels” and the next president, who will 
chair the European council in Cannes on 26 and 27 June, 
“will likely be unable to boast of a presentable balance 
sheet.” The EU will thus be “condemned to live in slow 
motion” because of France’s “obvious lack of ambition” 
at a time when the revision of the Maastricht treaty in 
1996 should be mobilizing its energy. While Germany 
did not fulfill all its promises during its presidency, it 
clearly intended to deepen European integration in an 
increasingly federalist sense. This is not evident in 
France’s “four priorities,’ Quatremer continued: “Favor 
growth and employment, promote European security, 
affirm European culture and identity, and prepare the 
1996 intergovernmental conference.” These goals are 
“so general they become vague,” he contended, quoting 
an unidentified Brussels diplomat as saying that “the 
advantage of the French when the balance sheet of their 
presidency is submitted will be that they have no goals.” 
In contrast with the “unanimity” of the German leader- 
ship on Europe, French inactivity stands out, and stems 
more from its interna! divisions on Europe than from 
electoral timetables, Quatremer asserted. It is impossible 
to expect until next June a “coherent” project on a 
Maastricht revision which will be approved by all the 
nghtist factions and could stand a chance to become the 
‘““Franco-German™ project that is indispensable for suc- 
cess in 1996. It is thus clear, he opined, that France will 
“impose” on the EU its own hesitations on European 
integration. France’s only excuse will be the arrival into 
the EU of three new countries unaccustomed to the 
“delicate mechanisms” of EU negotiations and the fact 
that the new EU Commission under President Jacques 
Santer will require time to set its markings. “France runs 
the risk of presiding over the paralysis of the EU at a very 
bad time,”’ Quatremer concluded. 


Stand on Algerian Conflict Criticized 
95P20336B 


{[FBIS Editorial Report] The notion that France can go 
along with merely the “appearance of a status quo” in 
Algeria was “buried” by the Airbus hijacking incident 
and the subsequent murder of the French and Belgian 
priests, wrote Charles-Andre Colin, a retired high gov- 
ernment official, in the 29 December Paris daily LIBER- 
ATION. As reassuring as are the statements by Prime 
Minister Edouard Balladur and Minister of Foreign 
Affairs Alain Juppe insisting on French neutrality, these 
cannot hide the “dangerous evidence” that France is 
perceived as a “co-belligerent” in the conflict between 
the Algerian Government and the Islamists, he con- 
tinued. While calls for a political “dialogue”’ liable to 
stop the violence recur in French political discourse, they 
only occur whenever France, hit by the violence, 
attempts to re-establish an equilibrium during an emer- 
gency. Nothing indicates that Paris has impressed on 
both sides in the conflict the urgent need for a serious 


dialogue to find a peaceful solution to the crisis, Colin 
asserted. Similarly, nothing proves that France has a 
clear vision of the importance of the various political 
forces—democrats well-implanted in Algena, “reform- 
ers,” recognized Islamist parties—that can labor toward 
a relaxation of tension. In fact, the hard line advocated 
by French officials such as Minister of Interior Charles 
Pasqua and French sales of military materiel to Algerian 
Government forces can only be seen as “encourage- 
ment” for a repressive policy that has demonstrated its 
inability to settle an “undeniably political crisis.” Impor- 
tant as they are, these military sales are not the only sign 
of French support to a regime “whose inability to master 
corruption and whose need for a threshold of violence to 
remain afloat” is privately deplored by French officials 
themselves, Colin asserted. The silence maintained on 
the excesses committed by government forces in their 
reprisals against the civilian population is just 2s signif- 
icant, and reinforces the perception of a “collusion” with 
Algiers. Paris’ irritation over its foreign partners’ call for 
a political dialogue in Algeria that would include the 
Islamists hurts France, Colin continued, especia'ly in 
light of its strenuous attempts to dissuad: these same 
partners from conditioning financial assistance to polit- 
ical considerations. The fact that France finally con- 
vinced them had more to do with its weight and interests 
in Algeria than the accuracy of the French analysis of the 
situation. It is not enough to explain France’s attitude by 
its wish to prevent the Algerian conflict from jarring the 
French presidential elections, and thx iilusion that the 
Algerian regime is the sole rampart against the funda- 
mentalist threat, Colin continued. Indeed, many of 
France’s Western partners fear that Algiers itself is 
causing a radicalization of the Islamist protest. The focus 
should rather be on the existence of prejudices in French 
diplomacy. One of the most ancient concerns the very 
nature of the Algerian regime, which has remained 
unchanged for the last 30 vears but was able to convince 
Paris it had “renovated” itself. Another is the weakness 
in relying, for an evaluation of the situation, on certain 
“influential Algerian personalities well-accepted by 
French officials and as seductive as one could wish for,” 
but who are totally unrepresentative of the particularly 
complex balance of power within the Algerian Govern- 
ment and society. A third prejudice is the fact that 
France, whose contacts have been restricted to so-called 
“democrats” merely concerned about their image in the 
French media, has ignored a better-rooted democratic 
opposition whose thinking takes more into account the 
complexity of the situation, Colin asserted. Refusing to 
believe in the existence of Islamists capable of entering 
the political game as in Jordan and elsewhere only 
contributes to “forgetting that peace is negotiated with 
one’s enemies, not one’s friends.” 


The Algerian situation is sufficiently bad and relations 
between Algiers and Paris are too close for France to 
pretend it is not in the front line of the conflict, Colin 
contended. It is therefore important to draw lessons 
from events and the price paid for French errors. French 
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diplomacy can and should develop an analysis that 
would allow it to “anticipate events rather than submit 
to them and react separately to each.” In the absence of 
a “cultural revolution in the way we perceive Algeria,” 
the Airbus incident risks being but the first in a series, 
Colin concluded. 


Presidential Candidacies Viewed 
95P20327C 
[FBIS Media Note] 


Poll Results Favor Balladur, Lang 


The 17 December Paris weekly LE POINT published the 
results of an IPSOS/LE POINT poll conducted on 14 
December among 1,039 registered voters. Respondents 
were first asked to indicate. from a list submitted to 
them, the two best candidates from the Socialist Party 
(PS) for the May 1995 presidential elections. Former 
Minister of Culture Jack Lang came first with 48 percent 
of the vote (60 percent among socialist sympathizers). 
He was followed by former Minister of Health Bernard 
Kouchner with 33 percent (35 percent among socialist 
voters), PS luminary Pierre Mauroy with 31 percent (30 
percent among socialist partisans), former Minister of 
Justice Robert Badinter with 27 percent (35 percent 
among socialist voters), and PS official Lionel Jospin 
with 19 percent (22 percent among socialist sympathiz- 
ers). Some 18 percent of the respondents (6 percent of 
socialist voters) did not answer. 


Respondents then were asked to choose the two best 
presidential candidates from the Union for French 
Democracy (UDF). Raymond Barre was the choice of 54 
percent of the respondents (52 percent of UDF sympa- 
thizers). He was followed by Senate President Rene 
Monory with 37 percent (35 percent among UDF 
voters), Valery Giscar€ d’Estaing with 34 percent (35 
percent among UDF followers), newly elected head of 
the Republican Party Francois Bayrou with 27 percent 
(38 percent among UDF voters), and declared candidate 
Charles Millon with 13 percent (7 percent among UDF 
sympathizers). Some 14 percent (7 percent of UDF 
voters) did not answer. 


Regardless of the choices they were given, a majority of 
respondents picked Balladur as their first round prefer- 
ence, with pluralities ranging from a high of 31 percent 
to a low of 24 percent. When respondents were asked to 
choose between Balladur and Lang in a second round, 
the former won with 52 percent, while the latter received 
48 percent. Some 13 percent did not express a voting 
intention. 


Barre Weighs Candidacy 


According to a brief article in the 17 December Paris 
weekly LE POINT, Raymond Barre does not exclude 
having a “window of opportunity” to run for the presi- 
dency, though not before the end of January. Barre, 71, 
does not want to “abandon” Europe to the Euroskeptics, 
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the article reported; he will do nothing to “make life 
easier” for the partisans of Rally for the Republic (RPR) 
leader Jacques Chirac and will not accept to be only a 
“pro forma™ candidate in 1995. 


Rocard Attempts To Buy Time 


PS secretary general Henri Emmanueili promised that 
the name of the party’s presidential candidate will be 
disclosed by 4 February. However, former Prime Min- 
ister Michel Rocard feels that the designation of the 
candidate is not a pressing matter, reported an article in 
the 23 December Paris daily LIBERATION. According 
to the article, Rocard is thus giving himself time to 
ponder a presidential run despite his earlier rejection of 
a candidacy in favor of Jacques Delors. Delors’ with- 
drav | “astonished” Rocard, who is now attempting to 
“fill the vacuum” left by Delors with iniensified activity 
and attacks against the current situation of the PS, which 
he compares to a “field of ruins.” The change in political 
circumsiances may allow Rocard to launch a presidential 
race, but that will require time. This may be the reason 
for his rejection of Emmanuelli’s deadline, the article 
concluded. 


Director Woolsey Seen as ‘Victim of Ames Affair’ 
95P20345 Paris LE MONDE in French 30 Dec 94 p 3 


{Article by Laurent Zecchini: “CIA Director Has 
Resigned”) 


{[FBIS Translated Text] James Woolsey is the latest 
victim of the “Aldrich Ames affair.” The CIA Director, 
who anounced his resignation on Wednesday, December 
28, is paying the price of what has appeared to be the 
most serious scandal to tarnish the American intelligence 
agency: that of double agent Ames, a high official of the 
“company” who also worked for Mos~ | for more than 
eight years. 


Officially, Woolsey is leaving with his head high: Presi- 
dent Bill Clinton accepted his departure “with regret,” 
and even congratulated him for having “made prog.ess 
in transforming American intelligence within the frame- 
work of the post-Cold War.” In reality, Woolsey had 
been subjected to a great deal of criticism, especiaily 
since the February arrest of Aldrich Ames. To those 
criticisms was added the weight of a responsibility which 
had obviously become too burdensome. The relations of 
the CIA “boss” with the White House had grown diffi- 
cult; they were publicly terrible with Dennis DeConcini, 
chairman of the powerful Senate Intelligence Com- 
mittee. Finally, the traditionally conflicting relations 
between the CIA and the FBI remained unchanged. 


Doubtless, the “Aldrich Ames affair” was the final blow: 
the responsibility of the CIA director had been clearly 
questioned by the Senate, following an investigation 
which also incriminated three of his predecessore, 
William Casey, William Webster, and Robert Gates. 
Aldrich Ames was condemned to life imprisonment in 
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April. His treason for the former USSR, then for Russia, 
earned him more than 2 million dollars, but it probably 
cost the lives of at least a dozen Soviet agents who were 
working for the United States, and compromised several 
dozen Americar clandestine operations. 


A Senate investigative committee called it “‘a diasaster of 
unprecedented proportions,” and criticized Woolsey for 
the “gravely inadequate” measures he took to learn the 
lessons from this “gross negligence.” The CIA director 
was Satisfied with reprimanding 11 of his colleagues, 
some of them going into retirement, some already 
retired, and others being switched from one office to 
another. Woolsey had been appointed by President 
Clinton in December 1992. A Democrat close to the 
Republicans, a lawyer, and expert on disarmament 
issues, he had previously been undersecretary of the 


FRANCE 15 


Navy under the Carter presidency, before being given an 
important role in the negotiations on the START disar- 
mament treaty by Ronald Reagan. 


The task of James Woolsey’s successor (the name of John 
Deutch, assistant secretary at Defense, is particularly 
prominent) will not be easy: aside from the fact that his 
nomination wil! have to be ratified by the new Senate 
Republican majority, the role of the CIA in the post- 
Cold War era is far from having a political consensus. 
The malfunctionings of the intelligence agency—even its 
incompetence—are furthermore being severely 
denounced by many members of Congress. Finally the 
internal problems of “security” appear unresolved: inter- 
viewed on CNN Tuesday evening, Aldrich Ames stated 
that there are still “some” moles (understood to be in 
Russian pay) within the CIA. 
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Developments in Government Crisis Viewed 


Scalfaro: ‘Need More Time’ 


LD1101214495 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
2114 GMT 11 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] “We need some more time in 
order to do come up with serious solutions. There have 
been talks and meetings and now we must draw conclu- 
sions. This is why I will once more see the speakers of the 
chambers,” President Oscar Luigi Scalfaro told journal- 
ists after a meeting with Scognamiglio and Pivetti after 
the end of consultations with the political forces. 


As for another mandate for Berlusconi, Scalfaro said that 
“it is very importaat that whoever proposes this also 
indicates a new possible majority, and for the time being 
this is not so.” 


Cossiga Declines To Form Government 
BR1101135295 Turin LA STAMPA in Italian 11 Jan 95 
p3 


[Interview with former Italian President Francesco Cos- 
siga by Paolo Guzzanti in Rome on 10 January: “Cos- 
siga: ‘Silvio Has Said No”™”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] “Dawn has come at last, dispel- 
ling a midwinter night's nightmare.” Thus Francesco 
Cossiga announced from the desk in his office at the 
Senate yesterday afternoon that he declined to form a 
government. 


[Guzzanti] And how do you feel now? 
[Cossiga] Better, much better, no doubt about it. 


[Guzzanti] And so the hypothesis of a Cossiga govern- 
ment has come to nothing, indeed, judging from the 
chief player's own words, the hypothesis has collapsed. 
When did it happen? 


[Cossiga] As soon as the news reached me, or rather was 
delivered to me, in its simplest terms: The majority, the 
Pole, did not accept the hypothesis of a government led 
by me. 


[Guzzanti] Are you referring to the other night’s summit 
at Palazzo Chigi [government seat]? 


[Cossiga] Look, I have never budged from my initial 
position. I have said from the outset that I am a uniter, 
not a divider. I laid down the condition that both sides, 
or at least a majority on both sides, should agree to a 
neutral, cease-fire government. 


[Guzzanti] When did that proposition cease to be viable? 


[Cossiga] As I told you, after the other night’s summit in 
Palazzo Chigi. 


[Guzzanti] How can that be? Your government was 
reckoned to be as good as up and running only yesterday 
morning. 
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[Cossiga] That was not how things stood: The news has 
not yet gotten out because everything happened in a 
curiously low-key manner, but m) government died, or 
rather it failed to be conceived, at the end of the old 
majority's summit. 

{Guzzanti} How did you come to learn of the negative 
response given by Berlusconi and his entourage? 


[Cossiga] They came to tell me formally. Formally and, I 
would say, with the greatest possible courtesy. And with 
sincere gratitude as well. 


[Guzzanti] Was it Berlusconi himself who told you? 


[Cossiga}] No, I did not have it from him, but on his 
behalf, with exquisite courtesy and capressions of the 
utmost personal esteem. 


[Guzzanti] Were you informed of the outcome of the 
summit by his under secretary, Gianni Letta? 


[Cossiga] Yes. 


[Guzzanti] How come you agreed to attempt to form a 
government in the first place? 


[Cossiga] I did it, I know you will understand, purely out 
of a desire to be of service. And the only service that I felt 
I could attempt tc perform was to patch up the divisions: 
If I had been able to pursue my goal of patching up the 
divisions and achieving a new unity, it would have 
definitely been worth the trouble, and I would have been 
ready to do my duty. But this way there is no chance, as 
I said immediately. Yes, I have been through terrible 
night of nightmares, and I really have nothing to gain by 
it, not even a novel experience; if anything, I have 
everytbing to lose. 


{\3uzzanti] But what sort of government would you have 
tried to form if you had had the chance? In this night of 
nightmares, as you call it, what type of government did 
you have in mind? 


[Cossiga] The only possible one in my view. I can only 
stand for a neutral government supported, I repeat, by 
both sides. 


[Guzzanti] A preelection government, or not? 


[Cossiga] A government Lorn without a preestablished 
term but with a specific program. And in particular—let 
me make it clear—one aiming toward constitutional and 
civil normalization. But there is no point in discussing it 
because, as I have told you, the project never got off the 
ground. I am retreating into the shadows, unless I am 
needed to save the institutions from a threat to democ- 
racy. But fortunately, that is not the case. 


[Guzzanti] And if, at the end of the day, Scalfaro called 
you to ask you to form a government all the same? 


[Cossiga] I will not do so. Believe me: I am a former 
president of the republic, so I cannot form partisan 
governments. 
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Bossi Sees League Backing His Proposal 
BR1101134995 Milan CORRIERE DELLA SERA in 
Italian 11 Jan 95 p 4 


[Report by Gianna Fregonara: “Bossi Insists: Presiden- 
tial Government”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Rome—They came out in single 
file, one after the other. Roberto Maroni said “Hello,” 
and waiked on. Umberto Bossi said “Hello,” and }«t slip 
a little smile that did not seem very appropriate for the 
occasion. [League lower house floor leader] Luigi Petrini 
gave no greeting at all. Silence. The League, after a 
half-hour meeting with Scalfaro at the Quirinale [presi- 
dent’s residence], had no comment. However, Bossi was 
satisfied when he arrived at his office in Montecitorio 
[Chamber of Deputies]. ““The numbers are there. I have 
been saying right from the beginning that the League has 
closed ranks, even though there has been pressure on it. 
What about Maroni and his people? They are part of the 
League. I think they will vote for the presidential gov- 
ernment.” Bossi shut himself up in hus office: first a 
meeting with Rocco Buttiglione [Italian Popular Party 
(PPI) secretary], who has become something of a fixture 
there; then a meeting with [League member] Gipo 
Farassino. “We are working on a government com- 
prising technocrats chosen, for the most part, by the 
president, who will probably give the mandate to an 
economist.”” Yesterday morning the League leader was 
put through the wringer at the Quirinale. After the 
dissidents had cut loose to do as they saw fit, Scalfaro 
had been clear: I want the figures. I want to know which 
way the League will vote, and who is with whom. Two 
days ago Bossi set about doing the calculation. The resu:: 
was a pile of faxes saying “Yes, I will vote for a 
presidential government’’—all signed. They will also 
serve as proof when the time comes for the confidence 
vote. In the meantime they were used to reassure the 
Quirinale. To be certain that nobody cheats, the League 
delegation also included Roberto Maroni as guarantor 
for the dissidents. He took the place of Senate Floor 
Leader Francesco Tabladini. How many League mem- 
bers are loyal to Bossi? Yesterday morning at 0900 [0800 
GMT] Luca Leoni Orsenigo started counting the faxes: 
“With mine that makes 75,” and then more arrived. 
How many? Enough? “I will not say the number; that 
would be helping Berlusconi. Let him work the numbers 
out for himself. Bossi says the numbers are there, and 
that is enough for me.” Petrini was optimistic: “The 
League 1s responsibly united in trusting the choice the 
president will make to form a new government that is an 
alternative to the Berlusconi government.” “If Commu- 
nist Renewal abstains, then we're home and dry,” Sen- 
ator Erminio Boso prophesied in the Transatlantico 
[{members’ common room]. He smiled at the Progres- 
sives. Roberto Maroni, on the other hand, does not have 
much faith in the calculations done in-house. He told 
this to Scalfaro too, so the latter heard from both sides of 
the League. Were there two sides? “Absolutely not. That 
is a joke,” is the version given by Petrini, who was there 
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during that half hour at the Quirinale. “We are not in 
kindergarten,” Bossi said, playing things down. He then 
repeated his numbers: “So, we received 78 faxes of 
support, and 10 League members said they were going 
along with Maroni. All in all, that makes 88 out of 97. 
Moreover, we were unable to track down some deputies. 
They could vote yes too.” 


Roberto Maroni, however, is not so optimistic: “I do not 
see it quite that easily.” His numbers are less generous: 
some 69 Bossi diehards, and a dozen Maronites. Some 
16 did not send any fax, so that means they would vote 
against a presidential government. The minister, who 
spent the eve of the consultation dining with Bossi and 
who is to meet with his people this evening, does not 
want to reveal what he will do. “I have already said in 
recent days the things I had to say. | repeated them to the 
head of state.” Will Maroni voie for a presidential 
govern’ .ent? Bossi replied tc 1G3 [TV news}: “I think 
so.” The minis.er was more cryptic: “The hawks are 
taking off now. It is right that the doves should seek 
refuge in the dovecote and await the decisions of the 
president.” He stayed at Muntecitorio, committed to 
lightning meetings with his people. In the Transatlantico 
the small drama of the dissidents was played out. They 
were torn between saying yes—which they view as a 
reversal—and saying good-bye to the League. Francesca 
Valenti and Luigi Zocchi will decide tomorrow what 
they are going to do. There are the followers of former 
League dissident Negri (Ciruzzi, Lazzati, Cappelli, 
Basile, and Rossetto, to name just a few) who have a 
bone to pick with the party after the Lombardy secretary 
[Negri] was expelled. Staglieno, who went over to Per- 
lusconi’s side, has offered to resign as deputy speaker of 
the Senate. 


PPI Backing for Berlusconi Not Excluded 


BR1101140295 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
11 Jan 95 p4 


{Interview with Roberto Formigoni, Italian Popular 
Party right-wing faction leader, in Rome by unidentified 
correspondent, date not given: “Formigoni’s Disap- 
pointment—'The Battle Is Not Lost’”’] 


[FBIS Translated Text] /n the end, faced with a mono- 
lithic no, even Formigoni [Italian Popular Party (PPI) 
right-wing faction leader] was unable to do anything other 
than express his “disappointment at the barricade 
stances.”’ After all the shuttle diplomacy, the visits to 
Arcore [Berlusconi private residence], the find an arrange- 
ment to bring the PPI within Forza Italia’s fold, he came 
to grief against Fini's and Berlusconi's no (“but we could 
reverse the order” Formigoni suggested) to any solui:on 
that is other than elections or a Berlusconi rerun. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] And now? 


[Formigoni] The solution we are putting forward 
remains the only feasible one as things stand. A govern- 
ment which includes the victors of the 27 March elec- 
tions, which is dominated by technocrats, and which 
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includes in its program issues that everyone knows are 
urgent, namely a second budget, the reform of electoral 
legislation, and nonpunitive antitrust rules, not only in 
the area of TV broadcasting, but also in publishing, and 
in the economy in general. That kind of government 
would garner the approval of the PPI. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] But that discussion is over. What 
makes you think that you still have room to maneuver? 


[Formigoni] Relying on our not being able to see any 
other solutions that are more rational or more reasonable 
than this one. 


[LA REPUBBLICA] When you met with Berlusconi in 
Arcore, did he seem open to suggestion? 


{[Formigoni] Yes. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] There has been insistent talk in the 
Freedom Pole of a Berluscom: rerun. What does the PPI 
say about that? 


[Formigoni] What is new in a Berlusconi rerun? Because 
if it is the exact repetition of the first Berlusconi govern- 
ment, then obviously the PPI's position will be identical 
to what it initially was, namely it will be in opposition— 
not to mention the fact that Berlusconi does not have a 
majority, because the League has said no. So, if he does 
not want to take new proposals on board, then on what 
basis is he thinking of forming a majority and asking for 
the job? However, I have heard it said in vrrious 
quarters—not by Berlusconi, but by [Christian Demo- 
cratic Center Coordinator] Casini and [Federalist Lib- 
eral Democratic leader] Michelini for example—that 
there are to be some significant changes and that a 
Berlusconi rerun would be characterized by a reform 
program open to the opposition, by the willingness to 
look into serious antitrust legislation, and by the pro- 
posal for election reform to have a two-round system. So 
I say: If these are serious proposals and not mere feelers 
to pander to public opinion, then let Forza Italia put 
them forward in a clear manner. These are changes 
which we would be interested in assessing. 


{LA REPUBBLICA] Judging by the statements made, 
there does not seem to be any willingness in the Pole. 


{Formigoni] I can see concerns and positions of interest, 
above and beyond the rigid stances. Consequently I do 
not think the battle is lost. 


[LA REPUBBLICA] The PPI says that it does not have 
a preference among Cossiga, Monti, and Prodi. Do you 
agree? 

[Formigon:] | would say that they are not all that similar, 
and therefore that assessment is a bit hasty. Cossiga is 
definitely the favorite, due to his political stature at what 
is politically a very complex moment. 


Chambers Speakers on Solutions 


LD1101222295 Rome RAI Televideo Teletext in Italian 
2145 GMT 11 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] “One of the solutions which are 
being discussed is tc send the Berlusconi cabinet back to 
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the chambers. Now it depends on the head of state's 
mediation,” Senate Speaker Carlo Scognamiglio said 
after a meeting which he and Chamber of Deputies 
Speaker Irene Pivetti had this evening with President 
Oscar Luigi Scalfaro. 


Are there any other solutions to the government crisis? 
“Apart from sending the cabinet back to the chambers, 
there is only one other possibility: to give the task of 
forming the government to a high profile personality,” 
Irene Pivetti said. 


Article Speculates on Future Prime Minisier 
BR1101135095 Milan ‘-ORRIERE DELLA SERA in 
Italian 11 Jan 95 p 3 


[Article signed “M. Br.”: ““What Neat, Then, Kaighi?’ 
Reply: Berlusconi”] 


[FBIS Translated text] Rome—“Very well, Mr. Presi- 
dent: If you would rather we do not use the term ‘coup’ 
to describe the government you intend to set up, we will 
not... But if you carry out a reversal,” then we will call it 
a ‘reversal.’ Is that clear?” [Forza Italia Coordinator] 
Cesare Previti did not lose his composure as he 
explained Forza Italia’s line of attack to the president at 
the Quirinale [presidential palace] and argued for it as 
one would argue for any other perfectly legitimate polit- 
ica! interpretation. Scalfaro had just complained about 
the avalanche of accusations, bordering on insults, which 
were being made against him by the Pole for Freedom's 
hawks. And this was the clear-cut response he got—so 
clear-cut, in fact, that, after a moment of silent embar- 
rassment, the head of state decided to cut the disscusion 
short and move on to the main point. Addressing the 
outgoing prime minister, who was sitting in front of him, 
he asked him the same question he had already asked at 
the end of their private interview the other evening, 
when he confirmed the need to back down: “‘So then, can 
you come up with the name of someone above the 
contending parts to take office at Palazzo Chigi [prime 
minister's office]?” The Knight [Berlusconi nickname] 
exchanged a look of understanding with his friends 
around him, including Fininvest lawyers Previti and 
Dotti, smiled, and then gave a reply which encapsulates 
his entire strategy: “Yes, we can. His name is Silvio 
Berlusconi.” 


This was the climate in which the second round of 
consultations began—the climate of a duel to the last 
drop of blood, one which has ruled out any negotiations 
or alchemical solutions, and even the very possibility of 
semantic variables. Such terms as truce government, 
government of the rules, emergency government, and so 
on, have become meaningless, since the choice offered 
by Berlusconi is still the same diktat as three weeks ago: 
either a second edition of himself, or elections. But the 
president—with the Constitution ready to hand to prove 
it—has already said that both these options are unac- 
ceptable. Therefore, the only option left is a presidential 
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government—a solution which has always been consid- 
ered the last possible resort. In fact, the problem with it 
was—and still is—how to guarantee a sufficiently broad 
majority. 


As a matter of fact, Scalfaro devoted a large proportion 
of yesterday's meetings to checking how much support 
he could muster in parliament. He started by asking the 
League exactly what its strength was. [League leader] 
Bossi and [Interior Minister] Maroni, who went to see 
him together, showed him a first batch of about 90 faxes 
sent by confirmed loyalists; they assi ed him that the 
haemorrhage of dissidents had stopped; they asked him 
(in fact, Maroni did) not to form “a government slanted 
too much to the Left”; and they even suggested a few 
“technical” names for the various ministries, names 
capable of assuaging the Right (for example, [Civil 
Service Minister] Urbani, [Foreign Minister] Martino, 
[Finance Minister] Tremonti). Other names [(Nobel 
prizewinner Rita] Levi-Montalcini, [economist Livia] 
Paladin) emerged in the course of the meetings, although 
the real knot of an institutional government reinains the 
prime minister's identity. 


Heading the list in the head of state’s mind is still 
{former President} Cossiga, who declared himself ready 
to perform nothing less than “miracles,” the first of 
which would no longer be merely to secure the PDS’s 
{Democratic Party of the Left] support, but also that of 
his former “friends” in National Alliance [AN]. Cos- 
siga’s name is followed by that of economist [EU Com- 
missioner] Monti, who however seems to have set some 
rather stringent conditions, particularly for the Left, 
namely a minimum of two years at his disposal, and a 
“blood and tears” economic package. The third candi- 
date—albeit with fewer chances of success because he 
would immediately confirm the idea of a “reversal” —is 
Prodi [former Industrial Reconstruction Institute (IRI) 
chairman]. 


While the Pole for Freedom lashes out, striking the last 
few blows, with [AN leader] Fini at this stage making 
explicit threats [“Beware, President, if you decide on a 
name other than Berlusconi's, we will noi forgive you, 
and you will not be able to reproach us for accusing you 
of staging a covert coup”), Scalfaro is mustering his 
forces. Today he will close the consultation process, and 
no later than tomorrow he will put the puzzle together. 


Commentator Views Prime Minister ‘Short List’ 


BR1101140195 Rome LA REPUBBLICA in Italian 
1] Jan 95 p 3 


[Article by Antonello Caporale: “Scalfaro Holds Three 
Cards”] 


[FBIS Translated Text] That “I rule it out, I rule it out 
quite categorically,” with which Silvio Berlusconi denied 
calling him a “coup leader,” a “plotter,” or, even worse, 
a “swindler” was still ringing in his ears. He was entirely 
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surrounded by his men, commenting on the defense put 
up by the Knight in amazed disbelief. 


Shortly after 0900 [0800 GMT] yesterday morning, 
Oscar Luigi Scalfaro’s advisers filled his office at the 
Quirinale [president's palace] for the second round of 
morning coffee. The president looked tired and some- 
what drawn: The meeting with Berlusconi had been 
tougher than could ever have been imagined. Scalfaro 
rerched the conclusion that the former majority is 
seeking a clash, and that some “loyalist” groups are 
going so far as to call for one. There is no negotiating 
with the Pole; it is war. At 1000 the president dismissed 
his advisers and sat down to await the arrival of the 
Progressives to open the final and decisive round of 
these interminable consultations. 


Scalfaro has a bee in his bonnet: “To do anything to 
avoid an election.” He wants to wind matters up quickly, 
and tomorrow could even be the day on which he makes 
the appointment. Who will it be? The shortlist remains 
the same, with Cossiga at the top. The former president 
is already at work, seeing people and sounding them out, 
sewing here and unpicking there, negotiating. He will 
have to lift his unofficial reservations before today is out. 
Will he succeed? D’Alema hopes against hope that he 
will not, even though he will deny no one, not even 
[Cossiga] his support. Indeed, full agreement to any 
solution is the answer that Lower House progressive 
floor leader Berlinguer gave Scalfaro. Everything is in the 
hands of the Quirinale, that must be perfectly clear. But 
if Cossiga should not succeed, Botteghe Oscure [Demo- 
cratic Party of the Left headquarters] expects someone 
else, a “figure of the same caliber, great moderation, and 
a high degree of equilibrium” to make the attempt. That 
is the exact identikit of Romano Prodi, an economist of 
merit and the leader that the center-Left lineup is 
nuturing in its bosom. So much for the pros. There are 
cons as well. Prodi’s name is too political, it really would 
look like a reversal and putting him forward as a candi- 
date would be tantamount to a full-scale provocation 
against Berlusconi. “If Berlusconi wants war, we are not 
going to toss him candy...,” explained PDS [Democratic 
Party of the Left] spokesman Gavino Angius in the lower 
house common room. As the ives see it, a 
personality close to the Right is acceptable if he helps 
split Forza Italia. However. if the operation is doomed to 
failure from the outset, and does not even preempt 
accusations of constituting a reversal, a path bringing 
greater political gain might just as well be attempted. 


However, Scalfaro’s hearing is not too good in that ear: 
He is unwilling to name Prodi, a good friend of his, 
because he runs a real risk of overexposing him. Scalfaro 
fears a frenzied campaign against the Quirinale, and he 
sees Prodi as a gamble... 


He explained this to the Progressives who went to the 
Quirinale one after the other, but he demanded to see the 
cards held by the League delegation, which was also 
invited to his office yesterday. Maroni and Bossi showed 
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them, in a somewhat muddied fashion. Puzzled, the 
president looked: at Quirinale Secretary General 
Gaetano Gifuni and a jumble of numbers danced before 
his eyes: 90, 78, 143... Roving deputies: some to the 
Right, some to the Left. But the names and numbers of 
those sticking with Bossi remain a mystery. And what 
can we expect from Maroni? The League unites miracu- 
lousty, however, if there is a choice to be made between 
a government and an election, which just shows the 
power of desperation. The president put that question to 
them. “A government,” chorused Bossi and Maroni 
before the leave-taking ceremony and the race, with 
sealed lin. past the microphones and isotebooks and out 
of the door. 


The bellicose Forza italia patrol made its entry at 1300. 
Berlusconi and Previti repeated the crystal-clear con- 
cept: either us or an election. The previous day's face- 
to-face encounter repeated itself for over 2m hour. the 
accusations, denials, and half-apologics. Once again, 
Scalfaro complaiaed at the tones adopted. and Previti 
showed he did not intend to be cowed. “You do not want 
the goverament that is emerging to be called a coup. 
Very well, but let me tell you that we will give it the name 
it deserves: ‘reversal’.” Previti, stiff as a ramrod and 
staring straight ahead, gained the door at last, satisfied at 
the outcome of the interview. 


The president sought solace in the broth that the Quin- 
nale cook prepared for lunch. An hour's peace. Then 
battle was joined again. On ihe phone to half Italy: to 
Cossiga and, for fear that he might back down, to [FIAT 
President] Agnelli, to sound out his willingness to exert 
his powers of persuasion on [EU Commissioner] Mario 
Monti, candidate number two. It appears that Agnelli is 
working hard at the task, but it remains to be seen 
whether Monti will take the risk of leaving Brussels, 
before he has even taken up his post as European 
commissioner, to lead a government that is bound to 
have a difficult and far-from-long life. What if Monti 
also says no” Then, and only then, would it be Romano 
Prodi’s turn, provided, of course, tha? Lamberto Dini 
stands by his refusal to lead the “betrayal” of Berlusconi 
(and it would seem so to date) or persists in his demand 
for the appointment to incorporate an order dissolving 
parliament. 


It was evening when Rocco Buttiglione arrived at the 
Quirinale. Scalfaro, and this is a major novelty, also 
asked to see Roberto Formigozi, identified by Forza 
Italia as the leader of a newborn but large group of 
dissidents from the official Italian Popular Party [PPI] 
line. The president apologized to the secretary, but he 
wanted to check the matter out. The check proved 
negative. Buttighione did the talking, with Formigoni 
nodding his head. 


A “technical-political” government, the PPI announced. 
“The president wants to wind matters up,” Piazza del 
Gesu [PPI headquarters] chairman Giovanni Bianchi 
explained. “Scalfaro is instituting a reversal,” Forza 
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Italia’s Previti told his members. “I am ready to shave 
my moustache off it will get us a government,” Massimo 
D’Alema admitted on television. 


Daily Discusses Director Woelsey’s Resignation 
95P20346 Rome LA REUBBLICA in Italian 30 Dec 94 
plo 


{Article by Arturo Zampaglione: “Super Spies in the 
Dust—Scandals ard Palace Intrigues, the CIA Is Foun- 
dering} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Mistaken predictions, pharaonic 
expenses, laxity, sex scandals. and especially the inability 
to discover moles: James Woolsey’s resignation as 
directur of the CIA, announced the day before yesterday, 
barely 23 months from his nomination, has revealed the 
difficulties of American counterespioanage. Contrary to 
Tom Clancy or the Hollywcod mages of Washingion’s 
secret agents—always hard and invincible—the C'A 
appears today to be more vulnerable than ever and 's in 
the throes of an identity crisis for not having redefined 
its role in a world without the Cold war. 


Officially Woolsey left for personal reasons. “He was 
tured of working from 4:30 im the morning until late at 
night seven days 2 week without any particular recogni- 
tion,” said a friend of his. Actually, his position had 
become untenable. “ongressional criticism regarding the 
handling of the Ames case—the agent who played a 
double game with Moscow for eight years—had put him 
on a collision course with Congress; the White House, 
except for public declarations, was unhappy with his 
contnbution; and Woolsey did not succeed in giving the 
CiA an impetus again, and wound up as a hostage to old 
mechanisms and stumbling over the question of moles. 


Arrested by the FBI in February, Aldrich Ames— 
according to DeConcini, outgoing chairman of the Secret 
Services Commission—caused the greatest damage in 
the history of American espionnage. Thanks to the 
information he sold to the KGB for three billion lire, the 
Russians succeeded in eliminating ten spies in the CIA's 


pay. 


In order not to demoralize ihe CIA's directors, Woolsey 
was lenient with the guilty persons in the Ames case: as 
a result, Ye drew criticism from Congress and was unable 
to preveni the scandal of opening a political investiga- 
tion on the Agency's functioning, its misfortunes, and 
the need for reform. 


In the history of the CIA, which was born in 194/ as the 
heir of the Office of Strategic Serivces, there certainly 
was no lack of dark years and misfortunes. In 1960, the 
Soviets shot down the U-2 spy plane. The year after, 
Fidel Castro blocked the Bay of Pigs invasion which was 
secretly financed by the United States. In 1973 the 
Agency was targetted for its involvement in Watergate, 
and fifteen years later for Irangate. 
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in the defeat of the Russians, which in turn accelerated 
the collapse of the Soviet Union. And the analysts in 
Langley, CIA’s headquarters in the Virginia countryside, 
always seemed able to give the President an accurate 
prediction of international events. 

George Bush, who had been CJA director before entering 
the White House said that “for me, the morning meet- 
ings with the directors of the Agency were always very 
important.” But the situation today is different. 
“Bureaucracy, arrogance, and secrecy have put the CIA 
in crisis,” wrote the Washington Post yesterday, pointing 
a finger at tide uncontrolled growth of espionage activi- 
ties during the Reagar. years. 


Wiltam ascy was director at the time, a frend of 
Reagan and a man of a thousand mysieres. in that 
period, the staff at Langley increased from 15,000 io 
27,000. The Directorate of Operations, that is, the 
department that is concerned with secret operations, 
doubled its personnel. Expenses were no problem: for 
example, no one moved a finger when Casey decided io 
enlarge the headquarters with a building costing 500 
billion lire. 
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The power of the CIA, according to experts, permitted 
obtaining a successful result in Afghanistan, and cther 
successes in Poland, with the support of the Catholic 
church, and in elections in Panama and El Salvador. On 
the other hand, the weight of bureaucracy increased, 
making the directors politically untouchable, and led to 
a relax in control; and the effect of all this, again 
according to the Washington Post, is being paid for now. 


Furthermore, the CIA is suffering from an identity crisis. 
Before the fall of the Berlin Wall, the mission was clear: 
the enemy was the USSR. Spies had to be put on the 
payroll, communications intercepted spy satellites 
lzunched in order to know everything about the miiitary 
potential of the Red Army and the contents of the 
nuclear arsenal. 


ToGay the requests made to the CIA are vaguer and mor 
heteregenous. The enemies of the United Siates are aiso 
found in Middle Eastern or Asian capitals, they ar: 
dressed as administrative counsclors of multinational 
drug organizations, they are smugglers of nuclear maie- 
rial. And the 007s seem unprepared for these new 
missions, while the structure continues to cost the Amer- 
ican budgei 50 trillian lire annually. 
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Government Files Against Former GAL Member 


BR1101160395 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 11 Jan 95 
p 13 


{[Unattributed report: “Government Files Against Jose 
Amedo”™] 


[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Madrid—Official sources 
revealed that the Justice and Interior Ministry yesterday 
carried out instructions of Prime Minister Felipe 
Gonzalez and filed 'ibel suits against all those linking the 
government with the Anti-Terrorist Liberation groups 
[GAL]. Thus it was that the state attorney yesterday filed 
with the duty court against former policeman and con- 
vict Jose Amedo, who had accused the government of 
paying for his “services” from secret funds into a Swiss 
bank account, and was preparing to bring another case 
against United Left Deputy Felipe Alcaraz who declared 
outright that “Gunzalez is Mr. X (the supposed head of 
the GAL’s).”” This statermenx was seconded yesterday by 
IU General Coordinator Julio Anguita, although the 
same sources say that no legal action will be taken 
against him “so as not to fall into this trap.” 


The filing against the former policeman was confirmed 
yesterday by the Government Spokesman Miguel Gil. 
Thus, the Justice and Interior Ministry is applying the 
instructions issued by the prime minister on Monday 
and announced during the evening interview on the 
TVE-1 channel, namely his intention to file against all 
those who suggested the government was involved with 
the GAL’s. 


The suit against Amedo is based on the accusations 
made by the former policemen in their confessions 
serialized in EL MUNDO whereby the government paid 
them 200 million pesetas out of secret funds into a Swiss 
bank account. [passage omitted] 


Polls Show 52 Percent Believe Gonzalez Lied 


BP1101145995 Madrid EFE in Spanish 0739 GMT 
I] Jan 95 


[Unattributed report: “Gonzalez Did Not Convince 
Majority of Spanish People, According to Opinion 
Polls”) 


[FBIS Transiated Text] Madrid, |! Jan (EFE}—Prme 
Minister Felipe Gonzalez did not succeed in convincing 
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the majonty of the Spanish people during his appearance 
on Spanish Television, in which he asserted that the 
government has no connection with the GAL [Antiter- 
rorist Liberation Groups], according to the opinion polls 
published by two Madrid newspapers today. 

The Demoscopia poll for EL PAIS (800 interviews with 
a margin of error of plus or minus 3.5 percent) shows 
that 52 percent of the Spanish people believe that 
Gonzalez lied in maintaining that his government has no 
responsibility in the GAL’s activity, and did not even 
succeed in convincing the viewers who voted for the 
Spanish Socialisi Workers Party in 1993. 


In the opinion of 41 percent of the people consulted by 
gram—Felipe Gonzalez lied when he said that he never 
authorized, covered up, or tolerated the GAL’s activity, 
while 52 percent believe that he did not tell the truth 
wher he asserted that the government has no responsi- 
bility in this matter. 

The vast majority—75 percent—are convinced that the 
political situation is having an adverse effect on the 
economic recovery; an opinion which is shared by 60 
percent of Socialist voters. 

Some 49 percent—one out of every two citizens— 
believe that it would be best for the country to bring 
forward th- general election. 


According to Sigma-Dos’ telephone poll for EL 
MUNDO (1,000 people, with a margin of error of plus or 
minus 3.16 percent), Gonzalez did not convince 52.4 
percent, as against the 41.7 percent who believed his 
explanations. 

40.6 percent did not believe Gonzalez when he said that 
he did not know about the GAL’s organization; an aspect 
which convinced 35.7 percent, while 73.6 percent have 
no definite opinior. 


75 percent of People’s Party voters and 58.4 percent of 
United Left voters believe that Gonzalez knew about the 
GAL network. 


50.8 percent of those polled believe that the government 
was aware of the GAL’s origins, while 26.9 percent 
believe that it was not. 


The majority—45.4 percent—believe that Gonzalez 
should resign, while 47.9 percent are in favor of the 
election's being brought forward. 
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Denmark 
Foreign Minister Condemns Russian Attack on 
Groznyy 


BR1101120995 Copennagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 10 Jan 95 p 8 


{Report by Bent Winther. “Sharper Danish Criticism of 
Russia™] 

{FBIS Translated Text] Reaction: For the first time, the 
foreign minister has officially condemned the Russian 
attack on Chechnya. Denmark is also blocking a coop- 
eration agreement between the European Union [EU] 
and Russia. 


In the sharpesi terms so far, Foreign Minister Niels 
Helveg Petersen (Radical Liberal Party) yesterday con- 
demned the Russia's bloody assault on the Chechen 
capital of Groznyy. 

At a meeting with the inte ational press in Copenhagen, 
the foreign minister explained the tougher Danish reac- 
tion. 

“We are deeply concerned and distance ourselves from 
Russia's conduct in Chechnya and the human suffering it 
has caused. We consider this conduct to be out of 
proportion to the need for the use of force, and we 
condemn these gross violations of human rights,” Helveg 
Petersen said. 

In addition to the verbai condemnation, the government 
has decided nc* to ratify a partnership and cooperation 
agreement between the EU and Russia. The question of 
ratification will nut be raised again until the summer. 


On the other hand the government still does not want to 
cut back on Danish bilateral aid to Russia in a protest at 
the violent attacks. 


“By taking such a step we would risk the exact opposite 
of what we want—namely, the strengthening of the 
totalitarian forces in Russia,’ said Niels Helveg 
Petersen, who was also unwilling to reveal what further 
steps Denmark and the EU are prepared to take againsi 
the Russians. 


Test for Democracy 

“Unfortunately it does not look as if the Russian Gov- 
ernment is listening to the voices calling for caution and 
respect for human rights. I deeply regret this, but I do not 
want to say now what further steps might be taken,” 
Niels Helveg Petersen said. 

He believes that the crisis in Chechnya is a test of 
whether Russian President Boris Yeltsin still wants a 
development toward democracy. 

On EU View of Chechnya 
BR1101155295 Copenhagen DET FRI AKTUELT in 
Danish 10 Jan 95 p 10 
[Report on interview with Danish Foreign Minister 
Niels Helveg Petersen by Torben K. Andersen and Claus 
Dihtmer, date, place not given: “Helveg Losing Confi- 
dence”™] 
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{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [introductory passage 
om'tted! 


Pressure Is Not Enough 


“The political pressure was clearly not enough. I have 
difficulty understanding the Russians’ behavior. I can 
see neither the humanist objective nor the politica! 
rationale,” Niels Helveg Petersen said in an interview 
with DET FRI AK / UELT. 


Denmark has taken the lead and is the first country in 
the European Union [EU] to declare that it will not ratify 
the EU’s partnership and cooperation agreement with 
Russia. 


In doing so it blocks the agreement, as it cannot come 
into force before it has been ratified by all 15 countries. 


Niels Helveg Petersen refers to Section !, Article 2 of the 
agreement. 


This states that “respect for democratic principles and 
human rights. . .is the basis for the parties’ internal and 
external policy and represents an essential element of 


partnership and this agreement.” 


“This is one of the strongest weapons we have in our 
arsenal. It is a very clear and far-reaching signal. I know 
that the Russian Government views this step wiih great 
concern. 


“Companies will not invest in Russia when they know 
that the agreement will not come into effect. If Russia is 
going to get its economy moviig, foreign investment is 
necessary. And it will not be forthcoming under the 
present circumstances,” Niels Helveg Petersen said. 


EU Mot Tough Enough 


He also admits that he would have liked to see a clearer 
and tougher reaction from the EU. But this was blocked 
because several countries took a different view of the 
conflict. 

He also admits tnat criticism came late, because he had 
been hoping that a reaction “along internal lines’’ would 
have put an early stop to the conflict. 


“As that could not be done, the tone was sharpened. 


“The Russians have to understand that the more we 
become partners, the more obligations they have. But 
when it comes to the crunch there are limits to the 
sanctions and the force the international community has 
available in a conflict of this type. 


“There is a political fact, which not everyone wants to 
hear. But Chechnya has not been recognized by anyone 
as an independent state, and that limits the international 
community's scope for reaction. This is regrettable, but 
it is a fact.” 


The United Nations has been very reluctunt to criticize 
Russia's attack on Chechnya. The official explanation is 
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that the fighting is an internal Russian matter, and 
Russia would be able to use its veto against all resolu- 
tions by the Security Council. 


But, according to the AP news agency, Jeffrey Laurenti, 
an independent analyst from the UN association in the 
United States, take a different view: 


“It is like a party where one of the hosts suddenly barges 
in with a black eye and blood on his hands, and nubody 
so much as asks what has happened.” 


Chechnya is formally a part of the Russian Federation, 
and the United Nations can only discuss conflicts 
between two or more countries. Th.s rule can however be 
set aside if the war is seen as a threat to world peace or 
if there is talk of gross violations of human rights. 


Niels Helveg Petersen said that the possibility of raising 
the issue in the United Nations is being investigated at 
the moment. 


“It is part of our job to investigate whether the matter 
can be raised in the United Nations. 


“But it is the UN Security Council—of which Kussia is a 
member—which decides what is a threat to international 
peace and security. And there is very little to indicate 
that the issue can be raised at the moment,” Niels Helveg 
Petersen said. 


But he pointed out that there could be a serious threat to 
world peace if the war spreads to one of the neighboring 
Caucasian republics, thus intensifying the antagonism 
toward Russia. 


Confidence in Yeltsin Shaky 


Asked whether Boris Yeltsin is about to lose Western 
countries’ confidence in him, Niels Helveg Petersen 
answered, “Yes.” 


“But we «re not staking everything on a single person. 
And we did not do that with Mikhail Gorbachev either. 
We intend to support the process of democratization and 
reform. One of the encouraging signs is that the press and 
the public in Russia are extraordinarily critical on this 
matier. It is therefore too early to write off Russian 
democracy.” 


Niels Helveg Petersen admitted that the heavy bombard- 
ment at the weekend has brought forward the possibility 
of international economic sanctions. 


“It has given cause for further reflection. But I am not an 
advocate of halting Danish aid—because of its character. 
We are supporting the democratic forces, and it is they 
who are critical of the military solution to the conflict in 
Chechnya.” 


Foreign Minister Niels Helveg Petersen is in no doubt 
that Chechnya will be an important item on the agenda 
when the foreign ministers of the EU countries meet 
later this month. 
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“There is a Danish wish that the reaction be sharp and 
critical.” 


Liberal Proposals on EU Voting Criticized 


BR1201110495 Copenhagen BERL' VGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 11 Jan 95 p 4 


[Report by Henrik Qvortrup and Bent Winther: “Elle- 
mann-Jensen Merts Tough Criticism”] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Denmark should not throw in 
the towel in advance and accept less influence for the 
smaller European Union [EU] countries. 


In this way we would weaken our own bargaining posi- 
tion in the EU. This is the view of the Social Democrats’ 
European spokesman, Ove Fich, who is therefore taking 
definite issue with the statements Liberal Party 
chairman Uffe Ellemann-Jensen has made on the future 
relationship between small and large countries in the 
EU. 


The former foreign minister claimed yesterday that the 
expected enlargement of the EU will inevitably lead to 
Denmark losing influence to the large EU countries. 


Ove Fich said that “Ellemann-Jensen is just playing the 
big ones’ game.” “We should now just wait and see what 
demands they make at the intergovernmental confer- 
ence,” Ove Fich told BERLINGSKE TIDENDE. 


He does not share Uffe Ellemann-Jensen’s concern that 
under the present rules a group of future— Eastem 
European—members will block new initiatives. 


“This is a much too theoretical way of viewing things. All 
experience shows that small and large countries mix 
well,” Ove Fich said. 


Since the establishment of the EC the small countries 
have had more influence than is justified by their size 
and populations. With enlargement to include Eastern 
Europe as well as Cyprus and Malta, the large countries 
are afraid that they will be in the minority on a number 
of issues if the present distribution of votes is retained. 


Foreign Minister Niels Helveg Petersen (Radical Liberal 
Party) says that he agrees that the voting rules must be 
changed out of consideration for the large countries. 


“With the many new small and medium-sized countries 
in the EU, the large ones fee! that they are losing the 
most. And it is therefore reasonable that we look at some 
form or other of compensation for thei,” said the 
foreign minister, who—in contrast to Ellemann- 
Jensen—nevertheless believes that Denmark can retain 
its influence in the EU. 


In order to meet the large countries half way, Niels 
Helveg Petersen proposes that a so-called “double 
majority” rule be introduced. This would mean that a 
proposal can only be approved if there is not only a 
majority of countries but also a population majority 
behind it. 
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On the other hand the foreign minister does not agree 
that it might be necessary to change the nght of veto— 
even in an EU with up to 30 members. 


The Socialist People’s Party's Holger K. Nielsen is 
amazed that the foreign minister can even contemplate 
changing the relationship between small and large coun- 
tries. 


“That is proof that surrounding yourself with so-called 
experts has a bad effect,” Holger K. Nielsen said. 


He pointed out that the United States has maintained 
minority protection by still allowing each state— 
regardless of size—to be represented by two members in 
the Senate. 


Conservative Resistance 


The Conservatives are not enthusiastic about Uffe Elle- 
mann-Jensen’s frank statements on the future of the EU 
either. This became apparent yesterday when the party’s 
EU spokesman, Kent Kirk, said in an press statement 
that “we will not be involved in changing the balance of 
power in the EU.” 


“The voting rules must not be changed so that it becomes 
the large countries’ EU,” Kent Kirk said. 


At the same time the Unity List is trying to take the other 
parties at their word. 


In response to Uffe Ellemann-Jensen’s statements the 
party yesterday announced that it was willing to propose 
a resolution which would guarantee the small EU coun- 
tries’ rights. According to party spokesman Keld 
Albrechtsen, the proposal would among other things 
ensure that the distribution of votes is not changed to the 
disadvantage of the small countries, and that the presi- 
dency will continue to rotate. 


The national chairman of the Danish European Move- 
ment, Hans Fluger, is in no doubt that there will be 
massive pressure on Denmark and the other small coun- 
tries at the coming intergovernmental conference. 


“And we will have to give in on voting weight, but we 
must be good bargainers and not give something away 
for free in advance,”’ Hans Fluger said. 


He thinks that by way of counterbalance Denmark 
should insist that each country has its own commissioner 
and that Danish should continue to be an EU working 
language. Several EU countries have proposed reducing 
the size of the EU Commission by having several coun- 
tries share a commissioner in the future. 


Finland 


‘Deep Concern’ Over Continued Chechen 
Hostilities 

BR1101163795 Helsinki HUFVUDSTADSBLADET in 
Swedish 10 Jan 95 p 1 


[Unattributed report: “War in Chechnya Worries Gov- 
ernment”’] 


NORDIC COUNTRIES 25 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The Finnish Government is 
supporting the OSCE’s attempts to resolve the crisis in 
Chechnya. The government thinks that hostilities should 
b: brought to an end. It also believes that a humanitarian 
aid program should be launched in a bid to help the 
victims of the war. 


The government's Foreign and Security Policy Com- 
mittee discussed the situation in Chechnya on Monday 
[9 January]. The committee had just obtained further 
information on the situation. 


The main topic of discussion in the committee was the 
contact between the OSCE (formerly known as the 
CSCE) and leading foreign policy figures in Russia. 


The committee expressed the Government’s deep con- 
cern over the continued hostilities and the suffering 
inflicted on the civilian population. According to the 
committee, the crisis should be resolved in accordance 
with the Russian Constitution, showing respect for the 
country’s regional unity. 


The Finnish-Russian Friendship Society has condemned 
the war in Chechnya. On Monday the society handed the 
Russian Helsinki Ambassador Deryabin a statement a 
its views about the situation in Chechnya. 


The society believes that Russia’s choice of war will 
mean many civilian victims and large-scale material 
destruction. The society said it did not accept that 
regional problems could be solved by wars. 


According to the friendship society, the operation in 
Chechnya which Russia had started should therefore be 
condemned in the same way as corresponding wars 
elsewhere. The society reminded the ambassador that 
democracy can never be established nor can civilians be 
given any human rights guarantees through wars and 
terror. 


The friendship society appealed for a quick end to the 
war and for the warring factions to return to the negoti- 
ating table. According to the society, only a solution of 
this kind will make it possible to offer immediate help to 
the victims of the war. 


On Monday around a dozen people carrying candles 
gathered in front of the Russian Embassy in Helsinki to 
demonstrate against the war in Chechnya. 


President Opposes Sanctions Against Russia 


LD1101135795 Stockholm Radio Sweden in English 
1330 GMT 11 Jan 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Finnish President Martti Ahti- 
saari says he is against any imposition of sanctions 
against Russia because of the fighting in Chechnya. Ne 
European Union [EU] member has publicly raised the 
possiblility of sanctions against Russia, although EU 
External Affairs Commissioner Hans van den Broucke 
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has called for the postponement of an interim trade and 
partnership agreement with Moscow which had been due 
to take effect next month. 


Finland traditionally avoids criticism of its giant 
neighbor to the east, but on Monday [9 January], the 
Finnish Government expressed deep concern about the 
situation in Chechnya. 


Nordic Council Condemns Russian Actions in 
Chechnya 

LD1101230195 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 2205 GMT 11 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] The Nordic Council Presidium 
objects strongly to Russia’s war against Chechnya. In a 
statement issued in Helsinki, the presidium said that 
blind aggression and the violation of human rights in 
Chechnya was unacceptable. The Presidium (?believes) 
that the war in Chechnya jeopardizes the process of 
democratic reform in Russia and weakens international 
support for that development. 


Norwegian Prime Minister Crticizes UN 


LD1101173295 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Swedish 1400 GMT 11 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] Norwegian Prime Minister 
Gro Harlem Brundtland levelled stinging criticism at 
shortcomings in the United Nations’ efficiency in a 
speech at the Nordic Council’s conference on the UN in 
Helsinki this afternoon. She called on the UN to act with 
greater force and more speed. 


[Begin Brundtland recording, in English] The UN needs 
a rationalized, more effective method of work and rules 
for decisionmaking, which will enable us to act both 
timely and quickly. We live in a world which, in the 
words of the secretary general, is still not fully under- 
stood. [end recording] 


[Correspondent Patrick Holmstroem] [Passage omitted] 
Brundtland, herself an eminent person in international 
contexts, hereby joined those who are frustrated with the 
UN’s current methods of working. If the UN statute was 
written today, it would look different and we must be 
open to change, Gro Harlem Brundtland said. 


But a complex bureaucracy is only one partial reason. 
Many member countries have been too eager to raise 
issues in the UN while at the same time, being too 
unwilling to give money for the UN's work. 


{Begin Brundtland recording] The responsibility rests 
with the member states. They have been far too eager to 
put the issues on the UN agenda, and far too reluctant to 
mobilize resources for global burden-sharing. [end 
recording] 


{Correspondent} According to Gro Harlem Brundtland, 
many member countries are operating in the UN using 
old methods. Each organization that is incapable of 
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reforming itself, is bound to lose its efficiency. The 
Norwegian prime minister recommended a model that 
she called global subsidiariness in order to ensure that 
the decisions made by the UN are also suited to be made 
by a global forum. Regional cooperation must be 
strengthened, and Gro Harlem Brundtland, recently 
placed outside the European Union [EU] by her own 
people, put forward precisely the EU as the best attempt 
at strengthening regional cooperation today. 


[Announcer] Patrik Holmstroem reported from the 
Nordic Council’s conference on the United Nations. 


We can add that President Martti Ahtisaari says that 
Finland favors the idea of the UN’s own troops. The UN 
Security Council must also remain as a body that can 
make decisions and take rapid, effective steps, Ahtisaari 
said. [passage omitted] 


In his speech, UN Secretary General Butrus Butrus- 
Ghali regretted that the UN is forced by circumstance to 
concentrate on the solution of crises instead of devoting 
itself to other important world issues. 


Government Cannot Afford Standby Crisis Troops 


LD1101231495 Helsinki Suomen Yleisradio Network in 
Finnish 2205 GMT 11 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Foreign Minister Heikki 
Haavisto rejects the idea of standby troops for crisis 
management purposes. Haavisto, speaking during a par- 
liamentary budget debate, said that Finland did not at 
present have the resources to set up enlisted standby 
forces. Haavisto said that setting up such forces would be 
in conflict with Finland’s traditional policy aimcd at 
peacekeeping and crisis prevention. The standby force 
has been proposed by Gustav Haegglund, the com- 
mander in chief of the Armed Forces. The Defense 
ministry is currently carrying out a feasibility study for 
the setting up of the security force. 


Norway 


Call For Changes to CFE Agreement Rejected 


BR1201102395 Oslo AFTENPOSTEN in Norwegian 10 
Jan 95 p 6 


[Report by Morten Fyhn: “Norwegian No to Russian 
Weapon Stores” 


[FBIS Translated Text] In a letter to several NATO 
countries President Boris Yeltsin has requested the 
introduction of new and higher ceilings on the amount of 
conventional weapons and equipment which Russia, 
under agreements which it has signed, is entitled to have 
placed along its northern and southern borders. Norway 
and the other NATO countries have rejected this call. 
Now Russia is threatening to break temporarily its 
disarmament promises and to increase its strength 
ceiling unilaterally. 
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NATO and Foreign Ministry sources confirmed to 
AFTENPOSTEN that there is no intention at the 
moment to agree to changes to the so-called CFE [Con- 
ventional Armed Forces in Europe] agreement on the 
limitation of conventional forces. The CFE agreement, 
which was signed in 1990 between the NATO countries 
and the countries which were members of the then 
Warsaw Pact, is supposed to be fully implemented by 
November this year. 


But shortly after the Soviet Union began to break up, 
Russia was already raising the question of changes to the 
agreement. This was done with direct reference to the 
growing unrest in the south, where there were security 
problems long before the war in Chechnya broke out—in 
Nagorno-Karabakh and in Georgia, for example. Even if 
the CFE agreement was adapted to the situation which 
arose when the Soviet Union was replaced by a series of 
new republics, the Russians believe that their own 
strength ceiling ‘s too low. 


In the CFE agreement both Russia’s northern flank and 
the southern one in the Caucasus region are defined as a 
geographic entity. This means that the agreement sets a 
common ceiling on how many tanks, armored vehicles, 
and artillery pieces Russia can have in the two border 
areas together. 


“If NATO accedes to Russia’s demand—the justification 
for which is said to be growing needs in the south— 
Norway has no guarantee that Russia will not at a later 
date deploy more equipment in what was the Leningrad 
military district—that is, in the immediate vicinity of 
Poland, the Baltic region, Finland, and Norway,” 
sources have told AFTENPOSTEN. 


Before Christmas Norway had already clearly indicated 
to Russia that it would not agree to changes to the CFE 
agreement. This happened during discussions in Oslo 
between Under Secretary of State Siri Bjerke and Rus- 
sian Deputy Foreign Minister Mamedov, Foreign Min- 
istry press spokesman Ingvard Havnen revealed. 


“The CFE agreement is very important for detente in 
Europe. For this reason Norway is against making 
changes. This would affect our own security interests. 
Any weakening of the agreement would be very unfortu- 
nate,” Havnen told AFTENPOSTEN. 


Under the terms of the CFE agreement, in 1995 Russia 
must be down to 700 tanks, 580 armored vehicles, 1,200 
artillery pieces in the combined flank area. According to 
NATO sources, Russia has asked to be allowed to raise 
the ceiling to a total of 1,500 tanks, 3,000 armored 
vehicles, and 2,100 artillery pieces. Given the current 
military situation in the Caucasus, NATO doubts that 
Russia will succeed in coming down to the CFE levels by 
November. 


Defense Minister Stresses Ties With U.S. 


BR1101161195 Oslo ARBEIDERBLADET in Norwegian 
10 Jan 95 p 16 


[NORSK TELEGRAMBYRA report by Arnt Folgero: 
“Norway Is in a Special Position’’] 
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{[FBIS Translated Text] It is important that the United 
States understand that Norway's defense and security 
policy position in NATO is special. At the same time it 
is important that Norway make maximum use of its 
associate membership of the Western Union. This was 
stated by Defense Minister Jorgen Kosmo in a lecture to 
the Oslo Military Society yesterday evening, when he 
discussed Norway's situation after the European Union 
[EU] referendum last year. Working to ensure that the 
United States continues to maintain its interest and 
involvement in the security of Norway and Europe is one 
of Norway’s major challenges follow‘ng our no to mem- 
bership of the EU, Kosmo said. 


Bilateral 


“It is important for Norway that the United States does 
not view us simply as a part of Europe but as a country 
with which the United States has its own interests in 
maintaining close bilateral relations,” the defense min- 
ister said. 


“Of course it is important to establish contacts and 
cooperate militarily with a number of countries, but this 
must not happen at the expense of our relationship with 
our most important ally. We are still completely depen- 
dent on NATO as a guarantor of our security, and in. 
NATO it is primarily the United States which has the 
necessary resources to play a decisive role in a defense of 
Norway,” he said. 


Turbulence 


“NATO cooperation has changed character in the space 
of a few years, and this process of change is by no means 
over. Developments have been characterized by NATO 
member countries’ expanding the bilateral relationships 
between themselves to an increasing degree. Political 
initiative and discussions of importance for the alliance 
often take place outside NATO organs,” Kosmo said. 


“We have just put yet another year characterized by 
turbulence in security matters behind us,” the defense 
minister said, pointing to the situation in Yugoslavia and 
the unrest and war in Russia and the former Soviet 
states. 


“The way the conflict in Chechnya is developing, it is 
clear that it will have internal consequences for Russia in 
the long run. It is too early to have any clear idea what 
significance this will have for the relationship between 
Norway and Russia. We have to take into account that 
the conflict could lead either to the military obtaining 
greaier influence, or democracy getting another chance 
to fortify its position in Russian political life,” Kosmo 
said in his lecture. 


European Mainstay 


He also went into developments toward expanding 
NATO toward the east through the Partnership for 
Peace. “This kind of expansion together with NATO 
peacekeeping operations and reductions in the defense 
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budgets of member countries will put pressure on the 
central functions of the alliance. It will affect NATO's 
jointly financed infrastructure program and thus also 
have an adverse effect on Norway's defense installations. 
In a situation of major change in the alliance, it will be 
important to demonstrate the will to contribute some- 
thing toward joint efforts to achieve mutual objectives,” 
Kosmo stated. 


EU Important 


“In the future the EU will be an increasingly important 
frame of reference for Norwegian defense and security 
policy. In the wake of the referendum Norway has the 
major task of minimalizing the international effect of 
what has been perceived as a Norwegian wish to stand 
outside European cooperation. Our tradition of binding 
international cooperation, also in security matters, must 
therefore be maintained and developed in the forums in 
which we already participate,” Kosmo said in his lecture 
before the Oslo Military Society. He referred to Nor- 
way’s associate membership of the EU’s defense policy 
organization, the Western European Union, as an impor- 
tant platform for Norway in the future. 


Sweden 


Commentator Views Case for Recognizing 
Chechnya 


BR1101165595 Stockholm SVENSKA DAGBLADET in 
Swedish 10 Jan 95 p 2 


[Article by Per Ahlin: “Should Sweden Recognize 
Chechnya?”’} 


[FBIS Translated Text] Pursuing a foreign and security 
policy based on international law has its advantages. It 
promotes firmness and consistency. 


The recognition of states is an illuminating example. 
Sweden used only to recognize those entities that ful- 
filled the international legal criteria for being a state. In 
some cases—as with the GDR and North Korea, for 
example—the government refrained from doing so for 
political reasons, but if recognition was given, there was 
a territory, a people, and a government exercising effec- 
tive control. 


This proved to be a wise policy which enabled Sweden to 
avoid controversial political decisions by invoking the 
rules of international law. 


The government's actions when a Palestinian state was 
declared in 1988 are revealing. Sweden expressed its 
sympathy for the PLO’s attempts to form its own state. 
Palestine fulfilled several of the criteria to become a 
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state, but was not one. The control criterion was missing. 
Any recognition fromm Sweden at that point in time 
would have been a purely political action, a way of 
showing support for a people striving for independence. 


Swedish policy changed with the war in the former 
Yugoslavia. A war was going on when Croatia was 
recognized by Sweden, and the Serbs controlled approx- 
imately one-third of its territory. According to former 
Swedish practice, Croatia should not have been recog- 
nized, at least not on that occasion. 


The Swedish Foreign Ministry explained that the lack of 
control complicated matters. However, it was the result 
of foreign aggression and therefore, according to the line 
of argument used by the Foreign Ministry, should not 
affect the assessment made. Professor Ove Bring, the 
Foreign Ministry’s advisor on international law, said 
that “the principle of the nonacceptance of acts of 
aggression” had overtaken the criterion of effective 
control. 


By acting in this way Sweden abandoned the safe 
embrace that international law can sometimes provide. 
All at once questions of recognition threatened to 
become considerably more political. Would the govern- 
ment in the future be able to explain just as easily as 
before why an entity that was denied independence by 
force of arms should not be recognized as a state? 


So far Sweden has managed. But Chechnya, which in one 
way or another has been fighting for its independence 
since the middle of the 18th century, could prove to be 
an awkward test for the new Swedish policy. The long 
duration of the struggle shows that the Chechens are 
taking their fight seriously. 


Sooner or later the superior Russian Army will be 
victorious. So far the rest of the world has gone along 
with Moscow’s invasion. Unlike the situation in Croatia, 
the conflict in Chechnya is generally regarded as an 
“internal” Russian affair. 


So what will the Foreign Ministry do if the struggle itself 
puts pressure on the international community to recog- 
nize the breakaway Russian republic? There is a people 
and a territory. However, there is no control because 
they are the target of aggression. A parallel with Croatia 
could be drawn. 


Of course, the possibility of refraining from recognizing 
Chechnya is always there. But why should the govern- 
ment recognize Croatia and not Chechnya? 


The answer is not there to be found in any textbook on 
international law. Politics has gained ground at the 
expense of the law. 








This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 











FBIS-WEU-95-008 
12 January 1995 


Government Views Chechnya Crisis, Continues Aid 


Karayalcin: Doors Open to Chechens 
TA1101201295 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1800 GMT 11 Jan 95 


{[FBIS Translated Excerpt] [passage omitted] Addressing 
a general debate on Chechnya at the Turkish Grand 
National Assembly [TGNA] today, Murat Karayalcin, 
foreign minister and deputy prime minister, pointed out 
that Turkey cannot remain indifferent to the Chechnya 
issue because it has ties of kinship with the Chechens. 


[passage omitted] 


Karayalcin said that with the occupation of Chechnya, 
the Turkish Government began to play an active role in 
order to activate the world and contributed to the 
creation of an international stand against the develop- 
ments there. 


In connection with the Chechens who want to seek 
asylum in Turkey, Karayalcin stressed thai the doors are 
wide open for the women, children, and wounded to 
come to Turkey aboard the planes that bring aid to 
Chechnya or in other ways. He said all the circles 
concerned have been informed of that. [passage omitted] 


After the speeches, a communique signed by all the 
parties represented in the TGNA and all the independent 
deputies was read. The communique says: 


The TGNA considers it necessary to convey the fol- 
lowing points in connection with the developments in 
Chechnya to the world: A conflict emerged between the 
central authorities and Chechnya, a republic within the 
Russian Federation, over Chechnya’s status. Chechnya 
did not sign the federation agreement with Russia; 
neither did it participate in the parliamentary elections 
or constitutional referendum in Russia. Unfortunately, a 
bloody and merciless armed intervention is taking place 
in Chechnya today. Russian units are continuing to 
bomb Groznyy and other Chechen residential centers 
from the air and the ground in a most intensive and 
systematic way, without any specific targets. Hundreds 
of innocent people, including women, children, and the 
elderly, have died in the heavy bombing. This and the 
extremely grave human rights violations are unaccept- 
able to the civilized world. Approximately 350,000 per- 
sons have fled their homes under harsh winter 
conditions and been turned into refugees. 


The escalation of the crisis is creating conditions of 
instability, insecurity, and enmity in the Caucasus, 
which has already witnessed intensive fighting, and these 
will not be able to be resolved for long years. The lack of 
security and the fighting in Chechnya create a security 
crisis in the Caucasus today. This directly concerns 
Turkey’s security. 


Acting with this concern, the TGNA demands that this 
human drama in Chechnya, which follows that in 
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Bosnia-Herzegovina, end as soon as possible; that a 
cease-fire be declared immediately; that the civilians’ 
right to live be guaranteed; that the refugees be pro- 
tected; and that the CSCE and the UN Security Council 
act in line with the principles of human rights, interna- 
tional legal principles, and the documents approved by 
the United Nations and the CSCE. 


The TGNA calls on the Russian Federation State Duma 
and the Federation Council to take all the necessary 
measures to create the conditions for a just solution in 
Chechnya. 


On behalf of our nation, which is following the develop- 
ments with deep regret and concern, the TGNA con- 
demns this savagery most vehemently and calls on all 
world parliaments to contribute toward reaching a just, 
lasting, and honorable solution to the Chechnya crisis on 
the basis of human rights. 


Second Shipment of Humanitarian Aid 


TA1101125095 Ankara TRT Television Network in 
Turkish 1100 GMT 11 Jan 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] It has been reported that Turkey 
will continue to send humanitarian aid to Chechnya. In 
his weekly news conference, Foreign Ministry 
Spokesman Ferhat Ataman announced that tomorrow 
Turkey will send a second shipment of humanitarian aid 
to Chechens who were affected by the armed clashes in 
Chechnya and forced to leave their homes. 


The aid, which will be sent by the Red Crescent and 
transported by a transport plane belonging to the 
Turkish Armed Forces to the Beslan Airport in North 
Ossetia, consists of 9 tons of various food provisions, 
500 blankets, and half a ton of medication. 


Turkey, which is the first country to extend humani- 
tarian aid to Chechnya, sent the first shipment of 
humanitarian aid on 5 January. 


Noting that the Red Crescent sent 155 tons of humani- 
tarian aid on nine TIR [International Highway Trans- 
port] cargo trucks to Bosnia-Herzegovina, Ataman 
added that the shipment is expected to reach Travnik at 
the beginning of next week. 


EU Urges Turkey Not To Antagonize Greece 


NC1101171795 Ankara TURKISH DAILY NEWS in 
English 7 Jan 95 pp 1, A& 


[Report by Iinur Cevik] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Ankara—The European Union 
countries are concerned that a Greek veto on Turkey's 
entry into the European Customs Union may heighten 
tensions between the two countries and further compli- 
cate Turkish integration into the European Union. 


According to officials in leading European capitals, the 
latest Turkish decision to serve notice to Greece that 
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Turkey will retaliate if Athens maintains its veto on 
Turkey’s entry into the Customs Union is “untimely”. It 
may give new ammunition to Greek Prime Minister 
Andreas Papandreou in his anti-Turkish campaign. 


Contacted in Brussels, a leading European source who 
asked not to be named, said Turkey is urged to put on a 
“smiling face” towards Greece for the time being. Sim- 
ilar views are also being aired in Paris, Bonn and 
London, the TDN [TURKISH DAILY NEWS] has 
learnt. The source stressed that no one wants Turkey to 
give any concessions to Greece, but they want Ankara to 
avoid any moves that would antagonize Athens. 


The source said at the moment 14 EU countries, with the 
exception of Greece, share “very good feelings” towards 
Turkey while they also feel “concern” about this coun- 
try’s human rights problems. 


The source stressed Turkey has to avoid any further 
“Democratic Party” type human rights plunders [the 
imprisonment of the pro-Kurdish deputies]. A diplo- 
matic source in Ankara also stressed if Turkish Human 
Rights Foundation President Yavuz Onen is convicted 
for a book published on human rights in an upcoming 
trial, this could mean “disaster” for Turkey and all doors 
in Europe would be shut to Ankara. The source warned 
if this happens it will be very hard for the EU ambassa- 
dors in Ankara to have their voices heard “in favor of 
Turkey” in their own capitals. 


However, the source in Brussels also stressed that even if 
new human rights blunders are avoided, the EU coun- 
tries still expect Ankara to make at least “some moves” 
on democratic reforms, as Prime Minister Tansu Ciller 
recently promised to EU ambassadors during a luncheon 
in Ankara. 


The source also said it would also be useful for Turkish 
Cypriot President Rauf Denktas to display a “smiling 
face” to the Greek Cypriots. 


EU officials told the TDN that at the moment Turkey 
enjoys strong support in the 14 European capitals, but 
this could rapidly turn against Turkey in a very short 
time if mistakes are made in Ankara. 


The officials say Ankara has to start an all out diplomatic 
effort now “and not five days before” the March 6 
Turkey-EU Association Council meeting in Brussels. 
They say this means the Turkish Foreign Ministry under- 
secretary has to make some intensive contacts in Paris 
(as France is the current EU term president) and Ger- 
many (the former EU term president and a leading 
country in the union) before the association council 
meeting. 


Outgoing Foreign Ministry Undersecretary Ozden San- 
berk 1s scheduled to travel to Paris to discuss the customs 
union issue in mid-January. However, as Sanberk has 
already been appointed as ambassador to London, it is 
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uncertain if he will stay on for the time being to complete 
the diplomatic rounds until late February and then 


depart. 


The EU officials stress the Turkish Foreign Minister has 
also to make an intensive effort to supplement the efforts 
of the undersecretary in the weeks to come. 


Officials say the EU has already served notice to Greece 
that it will not remain idle in view of the Greek veto 
against Turkey. They say the EU has refused to even 
mention the full membership of Greek Cypriot run 
“Cyprus” in the Union until Greece withdraws its veto. 
The officials told the TDN that they are also working on 
new measures to retzliate against Greece if Athens fails 
to withdraw its objections. 


The oflicials stressed they want “real detente” between 
Turkey and Greece and will make the necessary moves to 
encourage inis. They say the current friction between 
Turkey and Greece is not only blocking Turkish entry 
into the customs union, but also stalling application of 
the EU's new Mediterranean policy. They say once the 
conflict in Bosnia-Herzegovina is over there has to be a 
restructuring in the Balkans, yet even this cannot be 
done as long as Turkey and Greece are so much at odds. 


Ankara May Mediate Kurdish Clashes in North 
Iraq 

NC1001192295 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 7 Jan 95 
pil7 


{Ihsan Dortkardes report: “Turkey To Mediate Between 
Clashing Sides in Northern Iraq”’] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The clashes between the sup- 
porters of the Democratic Party of Kurdistan [DPK] and 
the Patriotic Union of Kurdistan [PUK] have continued 
uninterrupted for 18 days now. Ahmad Chalabi, 
chairman of the National Congress of Iraq, has renewed 
uis call for a dialogue between DPK Leader Mas‘ud 
Barzani and PUK Leader Jalal Talabani. Meanwhile, it 
has been reported that nearly 500 people have been 
killed in the clashes in Shaglawah, al-Sulaymaniyah, 
Halabjah, and Irbil. It has been ascertained that 
Barzani’s peshmerga units have fired on Irbil with heavy 
arms from the northern part of the town. They fled from 
Irbil after Talabani’s supporters placed it under their 
control. It has also been ascertained that serious clashes 
are taking place in various areas in the region from time 
to time. 


The Turkish officials have warned the clashing sides 
against deciding to cooperate with the Workers Party of 
Kurdistan. They warned them that Ankara will intervene 
if they do so. Meanwhile, Ankara is preparing to mediate 
between the two sides. It has been ascertained that it may 
make an effort to convince Barzani and Talabani to meet 
to solve their problems. 
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